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SECTION CHAIR’S MESSAGE Climate change is unsettling our expectations, and
with it, our patterns of behavior and how we feel.
Dear colleagues, For the recreators out there, warmth and little
snow means that the skiing is poor; ice fishing is
As I'm entering the precarious, and behaviors of animals in the places
winter months and we hike unpredictable.
looking out my
window on a cold As an environmental sociologist, I can’t help but tie
and snowy day here this back to the rampant overproduction and
in Fort Collins, consumerism that grips society. Our collective
Colorado—although I | actions add up to create the conditions that we are
recognize that some then puzzling over. Here in the United States, there
of you don’t is furthermore the active undermining of the few
experience this kind of winter—I'm reminded of political tools we have at a federal level to confront
the ecological uncertainty of the moment. We have | a rapidly warming planet. It’s easy to be cynical
had an “unusual” fall to winter transition. Warm when the agencies ostensibly created to address
and little snow. Everyone is talking about it. our environmental problems are turned into tools
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to facilitate industry and profit. Our work is
critical. Our community is critical. While we aren’t
solely responsible for carrying the weight of a
burning planet, we are positioned to ask the hard
questions, pose tangible solutions, and imagine
transformative futures.

We are entering our 50t anniversary as a section.
In 1976, through the confluence of disparate
environmental movements, sociologists studying
different aspects of the environment, and
organizational efforts to establish a subfield, ASA
recognized the Section on Environmental
Sociology. Since then, environmental sociologists
have studied, debated, and sought to advance
views of the nexus between society and the
environment with real world implications. In a
sense, our field has always been unsettled. While
some paradigms have persisted, the sheer breadth
of possible topics, the range of intersecting
epistemic communities, and diverse experiences of
members has produced a rich gumbo, however
contested a recipe. That recipe is in part what
makes our community of environmental
sociologists important, and it is why we continue
to make a mark on the broader field of sociology.
With it becoming impossible to ignore the
ecological crises we face fifty years later, especially
the human impacts we hold dear as sociologists,
we can continue to welcome people from
throughout our discipline who may not have
previously considered the environment, but see its
significance in their work, into our community.

Many of you may be familiar with our section’s oral
history project. It's an important moment to
consider where we have been in order to think
about where we might go. I want to encourage
members to reach out to me if they would like to
contribute essays, reflections, provocations, and
more that focus on our field during this 50t year of
the Section on Environmental Sociology. And this
isn’t just for the long-time members. It's especially
important to integrate the insights of those new to
the field. What is exciting? What is important? How
do you view the section? What do you want to
change?

Reflecting the dynamism of our field are several
essays in this winter issue. First, Eric Bonds has an
essay titled, “Data Centers, Secrecy, and Public
Sociology.” In this moment of rapidly expanding
artificial intelligence, we would be remiss not to
ignore the serious environmental concerns with
the infrastructure required to power a tool that is
permeating nearly every sector of society. Second,
lon Bogdan Vasij, in his essay, “Incorporating
Sociological Research on Climate Change into
Teaching,” reminds us of the value we offer as
educators. The essay offers helpful ideas for those
of us who teach about climate change. [ want to
point out here that we also have some climate
change teaching materials on the section’s website.
If you would like to share some of your resources,
please reach out to our Teaching Committee Chair,
Lourdes Annette Vera. There are also several books
highlighted in this winter issue that directly
engage with issues of climate change: Owning the
Grid by Joshua A. Basseches and Environments of
Planetary Urbanization by Neil Brenner, Swarnabh
Ghosh, and Nikos Katsikis.

In closing, [ want to thank the Section on
Environmental Sociology Council and Committee
Leadership for all they do to hold our community
together, who give of their time to ensure our
presence as environmental sociologists within the
larger field of sociology. One way to combat the
paralysis of the environmental and social crises we
face is to serve. If you are interested in learning
more about how to get involved with the section,
or if you have other ideas, please reach out to me.

Yours in community,

Josh Sbicca

ASA Section on Environmental Sociology Chair
Associate Professor of Sociology

Director of the Prison Agriculture Lab
Colorado State University
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FEATURED ESSAYS

Data Centers, Secrecy, and Public Sociology

Eric Bonds
Professor of Sociology
University of Mary Washington

The data center industry is imposing enormous impacts on the environment. The amount of electricity
demanded by the industry is mindboggling. One hyperscale data center in my hometown of Cheyenne, WY
will use more electricity than that consumed by all households in the state combined. Even in a more
populous state like my current home of Virginia, the data center industry is driving an anticipated doubling
of total electricity demand over the next 15 years. The industry also uses vast amounts of water that, when
combined with drought, will strain resources, even in historically water abundant states like Virginia. Some
data centers consume millions of gallons of water each day to cool their facilities.

Last year | began work with two undergraduate students to document the potential water consumption,
electricity demand, and climate impacts of data centers that have been proposed or are being built in our
region of the state. The students—Victoria Galloway and Viktor Newby—soon found that much of this
information simply isn’t available. They contacted planners working for the various counties in our area
that have approved data centers. The officials told the students that the question of energy demand was
between the companies and the electrical utility, not local government. From their perspective as local
planners, data center energy use is handled with a policy of “don’t ask, don’t tell” Next the students
contacted representatives from the electrical utility, Dominion Energy, who told them that electricity
contracting is private information between the supplier and consumer.

Site-specific water use typically isn’t shared by the companies or the local governments either. The data
center industry often claims it is a proprietary trade secret, and local governments echo this argument
because they are hungry for the tax revenue that these companies can provide. Even if some local
governments want to share this information, they might worry that they could open themselves up to a
lawsuit because they’ve signed confidentiality or nondisclosure agreements (NDAs).

Finding our path blocked in our original research goal of documenting data center energy and water use,
we shifted direction and made secrecy around this crucial information a topic of study in and of itself. After
learning about the existence of one such NDA uncovered through a lawsuit, we wanted to determine how
common they are in data center development across the industry.

We sent freedom of information act (FOIA) requests asking for any such documents to the 31 localities
across Virginia that have existing or planned data centers. We found that 25 of these counties have signed
NDAs (though we suspect that this is an underestimate and that almost all data center companies require
localities to agree to some amount of confidentiality as an industry standard). Through these requests, we
learned that many counties in our state have signed multiple NDAs with different data center developers.
The NDAs we uncovered were not written in a narrow way to only inhibit disclosure of trade secrets and
technology, they were written with very broad and vague language, frequently attempting to prohibit
disclosure of “business plans” and “nonpublic information.”

We shared our research results by writing a commentary piece that we published at a nonprofit newsroom
that covers state politics. Our article gained widespread attention and brought us into conversation with
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https://apnews.com/article/ai-artificial-intelligence-data-center-electricity-wyoming-cheyenne-44da7974e2d942acd8bf003ebe2e855a
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https://www.bayjournal.com/news/pollution/as-data-centers-multiply-in-the-chesapeake-region-water-use-increases-too/article_ebcb4891-d6d6-4b42-8bb5-14bf61981531.html
https://virginiamercury.com/2025/04/30/data-centers-non-disclosure-agreements-and-democracy/

activists, journalists, and academics from around the country trying to pull back the veil of secrecy around
this resource-intensive industry.

Despite the ubiquity of NDAs, there is a strong possibility that the secrecy they attempt to impose on local
governments may not always be legal. After all, a government’s promise of secrecy does not supersede state
law requiring open records. But the question of legal enforceability seldom comes up because local
governments are usually willing to toe the line and shield information from public scrutiny in order to
advance lucrative data center development. This, at least, is the theory that I am currently trying to test as
[ use a citizen enforcement mechanism in Virginia's FOIA law to ask the courts to intervene and direct local
governments to reveal water service agreements that they otherwise refuse to disclose.

It might be a fool’s errand. But maybe it will bring some publicly important information about data center
water consumption out into the open. Regardless, the experience itself is valuable research about barriers
that prevent access to important information about a growing industry’s impact on the environment.

I'm certain that there is outstanding research being done by other sociologists around the country on the
data center industry. For those conducting this research, [ encourage you to share it with the public. There
is a tremendous need for the information you can uncover. For instance, the total amount of energy and
water that this industry uses is still uncertain, but is a matter of great public concern. The industry’s
greenwashing has been very effective, and it badly needs debunking. And decisions to allocate enormous
amounts of electricity to this industry have major implications for energy justice. Data center energy
demand is raising electricity prices for residential customers and will consequently lead to increasing
numbers of utility disconnections without government intervention.

For those doing this work, I urge you to consider sharing your findings even before you publish in a
sociology journal. Putting your research out there where it can be fact-checked by news editors,
replicated by reporters, and scrutinized by industry proponents is its own way to test accuracy. And the
interest your research generates can confirm that you are moving in the right direction, adding to public
knowledge in a timely way to inform debate about decisions being made now that will have a tremendous
impact on our climate and shared waters.

ASA Environmental Sociology Newsletter
2025 Fall | page 4


https://virginiamercury.com/2024/12/02/data-centers-and-virginias-special-kind-of-denialism/
https://cardinalnews.org/2025/08/22/virginia-has-one-of-the-highest-utility-disconnection-rates-in-the-nation-the-data-center-boom-will-make-things-worse/#:~:text=Energy%20utility%20providers%20in%202022,for%20just%20a%20few%20hours.

Incorporating Sociological Research on Climate Change into Teaching

Ion Bogdan (“Bodi”) Vasi
Department of Sociology and Criminology
University of lowa

Sociologists have called for more research and teaching in climate change but there is a persistent lack of
attention to climate change in the discipline. A recent study found that between 2002 and 2023 climate
change was mentioned in less than 1 percent of the articles published in top six sociology journals, in less
than 2 percent of American Sociological Association Annual Meetings conference sessions, and in less than
1 percent of the course listings and 3 percent of faculty biographies in the 20 top-ranked departments in
the U.S. (Hiltner 2024).

I have been conducting research on topics related to climate change since 2001, and I have incorporated
climate change in many courses I have taught since 2006. As I write, it is clear that is more important than
ever to educate our students and the public about climate change, for two reasons. First, because record-
breaking global temperatures have become an ominous reality: 2024 was the hottest year on record, and
all of the previous 10 years were the warmest years on record. Second, because the Trump administration
is using an aggressive “kill the messenger” approach to suppress climate change science. The
administration has begun removing references to climate change from multiple federal agency websites
and has dismantled the national climate research lab in Colorado.

My goal in this essay is to illustrate how sociological research on climate change can be incorporated in
various courses, in addition to environmental sociology. I provide three examples based on my recent
collaborative research.

Climate change attitudes and behaviors. Courses such as Introduction to Sociology, Social Problems, and
Social Psychology ask fundamental questions about how attitudes are formed and how they influence
behaviors. Understanding the factors that shape climate change attitudes and behaviors has been the focus
of multidisciplinary research. A crucial question for scientists and educators is: how is it possible to
increase public awareness about climate change and support for low-carbon technologies through effective
communication of science and technology? My recent research (Vasi and Paez-Arellano 2025) addresses
this question by examining the effect of watching short online videos on attitudes and beliefs that are
relevant to climate change mitigation.

This research shows that short online videos focused either on facts about climate change science or solar
PV technology can have a moderate effect on pro-environmental attitudes. However, videos that combine
blue marble awe (the feeling of awe for the Earth arising from the realization that we live on a fragile planet)
with facts about either climate change science or solar photovoltaic (PV) technology can have more
substantial effects on those attitudes. Hence, combining blue marble awe and either science or technology
information can enhance pro-environmental attitudes. The study also reveals that including a message
from an astronaut who has direct experience with this effect and acts as an “ambassador” for solar PV
technology can enhance the efficacy of communication approaches. Additionally, the study offers hope that
a solution to the growing problem of ideological polarization of climate change attitudes is possible, albeit
not simple. The study could be used for a class discussion on the effectiveness of different climate change
communication approaches.
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Climate change and organizations. Courses such as Sociology of Organizations and Organizational
Behaviors examine processes that take place within and between different types of organizations (e.g.
business, non-profit, governmental). Sociologists and management scholars have examined how
organizations both contribute and respond to the climate change grand challenge or wicked problem. The
forthcoming volume Organizations and Climate Change in Research in the Sociology of Organizations (Vasi
and Walker 2026) builds on insights from sociology, management, and other disciplines that employ a
meso-scale perspective to understand why and how some organizations mitigate climate change.

This volume brings together new empirical papers spanning various subfields within sociology and across
social sciences. Its goals are to highlight stimulating new research on organizational actions in response to
climate change and to set an agenda for theorizing about organizations and climate change. The papers
included in this volume examine the actions taken by different types of organizations, both individually and
collectively, which can result in either climate change mitigation or climate deterioration. The papers could
be used for learning activities that examine organizational responses to climate change.

Climate change and politics. Courses such as Political Sociology explore the multifaceted interactions
between society and politics. Research in this field has shown that partisan divisions in the form of affective
polarization, or citizens’ hostility toward opposing party members, have reached historically high levels in
countries across the globe. The recent study by Grant et al. (2025) has examined whether affective
polarization shapes power plants emissions of greenhouse gases.

This study builds on several theoretical perspectives to develop an argument that high levels of affective
polarization contribute to power plants emission of greenhouse gases. The study analyzes a novel dataset
of power plants in democratic countries and shows that power plants in democracies marked by high
affective polarization emit significantly more carbon dioxide. Additionally, climate policies are less effective
at curbing plants’ emissions and plants pollute more where strong political constraints susceptible to
gridlock are in place. These results suggest that partisan animosity likely creates institutional conditions
that insulate power plants from stakeholder and regulatory pressure, thereby undermining countries’
ability to mitigate climate change. This paper could be used for a class discussion on politics and climate
change.

These are only a few suggestions; evidently, research on climate change can be incorporated in other
courses (e.g. Immigration, Social Movements, Human Rights). [ hope these ideas will inspire sociologists to
think creatively about how they can educate their students about climate change.
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PUBLICATIONS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Books

Data-Spheres of Planetary Urbanization
Grga Basi¢, University of Chicago
Neil Brenner, University of Chicago

Mariano Gomez-Luque, Institute for Advanced Architecture of Catalonia

Nikos Katsikis, TU Delft

Data-Spheres of "N
Planetary Urbanization

Y
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How can we map the urbanization of the planet in an era of
climate breakdown? The Urban Theory Lab's Data-Spheres
of Planetary Urbanization confronts this question by
assembling a series of experimental visualizations of the
worldwide urban fabric. This book reverses the

=" mainstream, city centric perspective on urbanization,

Grga Basic ,
‘NeilBrenner =
Mariano Gomez-Luque -

Nikos Katsikis

Urban Theory Lab -

Owning the Grid
Joshua A. Basseches

Tulane University

showing, instead, that the world of contemporary
urbanization encompasses much of the planet, including
apparently remote areas, wildlands, and oceans. Cities are
not only producers of value, but entropic black holes that
consume surpluses produced elsewhere and project waste
back into the planetary biosphere. Non-city spaces are,
correspondingly, the metabolic bases of planetary
urbanization.

Historically (and for the foreseeable future), most public policy action in the United States to combat the
global climate crisis has taken place at the state level. Former President Joe Biden's administration
marked a significant departure from that trend, as his policies pursued a strategy of “electrify everything”
(transportation, buildings, and industry). But who owns the electricity system that is the linchpin of such
a strategy, and how does this ownership affect the policy preferences of interest groups at the state level?
Owning the Green Grid addresses these questions and more through an in-depth study of a quarter
century of renewable electricity policymaking in seven states.
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Environments of Planetary Urbanization

Neil Brenner, University of Chicago

Swarnabh Ghosh, Harvard University

Nikos Katsikis, TU Delft
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What role do spaces beyond the city play in urbanization? How have
such spaces been transformed during the geohistory of capitalism?
This volume brings together texts collaboratively produced by three
researchers in the Urban Theory Lab to address these questions.
Planetary urbanization is understood here not only with reference to
the global expansion and proliferation of cities, but as an evolving
web of metabolic relations between cities and the diverse operational

~ landscapes that support them across the earth. Through studies of

operational landscapes in various regions of the world and critical

_: - analyses of inherited approaches to urban theory, the authors portray
- _ capitalist urbanization as a metabolic monstrosity that degrades the

biospheric foundations of both human and nonhuman life.

Conflictos socioambientales y transiciones justas en el siglo XXI

Pablo Vommaro (ed.), CLACSO
Gloria Amézquita (ed.), CLACSO

AT B e SR I?g! CLACSD

Latin America and the Caribbean have historically been global
suppliers of raw materials and key minerals for the current digital
and energy transition, perpetuating an extractivist model that
deepens inequalities and exacerbates the socio-ecological crisis. The
result of a research call promoted by CLACSO, this book addresses
socio-environmental conflicts and just transitions in the twenty-first
century by examining the tensions between hegemonic models—
promoted from the Global North—and the territorial resistances that
challenge them. Through case studies located in Argentina (lithium),
Ecuador (balsa wood), the Peruvian Amazon (clean technologies),
Cuba (food security), and the Southern Cone (Brazil and Chile), the
authors show how the dominant energy transition reproduces
dispossession, dependency, and corporate control under the
discourse of “decarbonization.” From the perspective of Latin
American Political Ecology, the volume offers a critical diagnosis
while also proposing pathways toward transitions that conceive
energy as a right, recognize local forms of knowledge, and aim for
truly just models. An invitation to imagine and contest futures in

which social and environmental justice go hand in hand.
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Journal Articles and Book Chapters

Almeida, Paul D, Rasha Naseif, and Isabelle Had-
dad. 2026. “Organizational Resources and Civic Or-
ganizing for Climate Action in Disinvested Re-
gions.” Research in the Sociology of Organizations
102:267-88.

Anantharaman, Manisha. 2025. "Infrastructural
contact zones: innovation in urban interstices."
Territory, Politics, Governance : 1-17.
https://doi.org/10.1080/21622671.2025.259448
6

Basseches, Joshua A., Rebecca Bromley-Trujillo,
Kayla Gurganus, and Leigh Raymond. 2025. "Com-
paring Public Support for Alternative Climate Pol-
icy Designs: An Experimental Study." Review of
Policy Research 43(1).

Best, Latrica, Lauren Heberle, and Jordan Gate-
wood. 2025. "The Burden of Racialized Time: Ex-
ploring Cumulative Impacts using an Intergenera-
tional Environmental Justice Framework." Envi-
ronmental Justice. Vol. 18, Special Issue: Cumula-
tive Impacts and Government Decision Making Co-
edited by Charles Lee, Paul Mohai, and Megan Cun-
ningham (Part 2). Published Online: 23 Oct 2025.
https://doi.org/10.1177/19394071251377530
See the attached description of the full Special Is-
sue.

Bhardwaj, Ankit. 2025. "The Audiences of Climate
Claims: How Interactional Settings Shaped New
Yorkers' Comments on the State's Mitigation Plan."
In Sociological Forum, 40: S52-S66.

Bhardwaj, Ankit, Josh Whitford, Brady Kennedy,
Gianpaolo Baiocchi, H. Jacob Carlson, and Bianca
Howard. 2026. "Satisficing devices: Co-benefits in
practice to decarbonize New York City's residen-
tial buildings." Energy Research & Social Science
131: 104512.

Boudet, H. S., S. Hazboun, C. Haggett and S. Batel.
2025. "Going slow to go fast: public response and
engagement in renewable energy projects.” Nat.
Rev. Clean Technol. DOI: 10.1038/s44359-025-
00116-3. Bingham J.A,, E. Miller, L. Ruscetta, H.A.
Taufiq, G. Stelmach, J.

Brenner, Neil, and Swarnabh Ghosh (2025). "The
monster 'within': capitalist urbanization as geo-
metabolic escalation." Development and Change,
56 (4-5): 668-728.D0I: 10.1111/dech.70015

Bromley-Trujillo, Rebecca, Joshua A. Basseches,
Marcela Lopez-Vallejo, Lucas G. Christel, Andrew
B. Kirkpatrick, Simone Lucatello, Maria Isabel San-
tos Lima. 2025. "Blocking Climate Action at Subna-
tional Levels." P. 241-269 in Climate Obstruction: A
Global Assessment. New York: Oxford University
Press.

Campos-Medina, Fernando, and Ivan Ojeda-Pe-
reira. 2025. “The Invisible Risks of Extractive In-
frastructure Networks and Mining: Assemblages
and Forgotten Landscapes in Chile.” Visual Anthro-
pology Review 41(2): e70014. DOI:
10.1111/var.70014.

Ceja Morales, Gabriela. 2025. “The Production of
‘Eco-Chic’ Tourism: Exclusion and Environmental
Inequality in Tulum, Mexico.” Environmental Soci-
ology 1-15.
doi:10.1080/23251042.2025.2592167.

Chuang, Yating and John Chung-En Liu. 2025. “As-
sessing Data Integrity in Voluntary Carbon Offsets
Using Benford's Law” Energy Economics 152:
109021

Crowley, Ned, Rebecca Elliott, and Leon Wans-
leben. 2025. "Fiscal relations in multilevel climate
governance: How conditional project grants shape
local climate action." Environment and Planning C:
Politics and Space, 0(0).
https://doi.org/10.1177/23996544251409930
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Davidson, Debra J. and Angeline Letourneau. 2026.
“The social impacts of mining in northern Canada:
An enduring challenge.” The Extractive Industries
and Society 26:101848. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.exis.2025.101848

Du, Zhushan, Hongli Feng, and ]J. Gordon Arbuckle.
2025. “Not Ready for a Long-Term Commitment?
Analyzing Temporal Variability in Cover Crop
Adoption.” Journal of Soil and Water Conservation
80(5):551-65.
doi:10.1080/00224561.2025.2533102.

Du, Z., H. Feng, and ]. Arbuckle. 2025. The interac-
tions between crop insurance and conservation
practices - Insights from Program Initiatives and
Farm Surveys. Choices. Available online at
https://www.choicesmagazine.org/choices-maga-
zine/submitted-articles/interactions-between-
crop-insurance-and-conservation-practices-in-
sights-from-analysis-of-farm-survey-and-farm-
program-data. doi:10.22004 /ag.econ.369387

Elliott, James R., A. Alexander Priest, Phylicia Lee
Brown, Stephen J. Brown. 2025. “Toxic Fear: Cli-
mate, Contamination, and Worries about Future
Flooding in Coastal Industrial Communities.” Natu-
ral Hazards Review 27(1): 04025077;
https://doi.org/10.1061 /NHREFO.NHENG-2568.

Firestone, T.R. Johnson, S. Hazboun and H.S.
Boudet. 2025. "Understanding the roles, limits,
and best practices for community benefit agree-
ments in US offshore wind development." Ocean &
Coastal Management. DOI: 10.1016/j.oce-
coaman.2025.107769.

Fisher, Dana. R, Magnolia Mead, W. Chris Jayko,
and Arman Azedi. 2025. “What’s Radical? How Do
Climate Activists and the General Public Perceive
Social Movement Tactics?” Environmental Re-
search Letters. 20: 114061
https://doi.org/10.1088/1748-9326/ae1520

Foster, Kathryn, Zinda, John A., Tennyson, Sharon,
& Kay, David L. 2025. "Trends in Flood Insurance
Take-up: Evidence From New York State." Risk,
Hazards & Crisis in Public Policy, 16(2):e70009.

Gonzdlez, Luis Rubén, Paul Almeida, Edward
Orozco Flores, Venise Curry, and Ana Padilla. 2025.
“The Role of Capacity-Building Organizations and
Environmental Threat in Addressing Air Quality in
Highly Polluted Regions.” Environmental Justice.
doi:10.1177/19394071251403845.

Grant, Don, Andrew Jorgenson, Wesley Longhofer,
and Ion Vasi. 2026. “The Long Shadow of Partisan
Hostility: How Affective Polarization Hinders De-
mocracies’ Ability to Mitigate Climate Change.”
American Sociological Review
https://doi.org/10.1177/00031224251396518.
Grant, Don, Andrew Jorgenson, and Elan Rochell-
Share. 2026. “Labor’s Share of Income, Income In-
equality, and CO2 Emissions in the World’s Elec-
tricity Sector.” Energy Research & Social Science
131:104504.

Grant Don, Andrew Jorgenson, Wesley Longhofer,
and Ion Bogdan (“Bodi”) Vasi. 2026. The Long
Shadow of Partisan Hostility: How Affective Polari-
zation Hinders Democracies’ Ability to Mitigate
Climate Change. American Sociological Review,
0(0).
https://doi.org/10.1177/00031224251396518

Greenberg, Pierce, Erik W. Johnson, Jennifer
Schwartz and Rylie Wartinger. 2026. “Social fac-
tors shape federal environmental crime prosecu-
tion patterns in the USA.” Nature Sustainability.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1038/s41893-025-
01736-0

Heinz, Erin, Benjamin K. Sovacool, Thomas Kwan,
and Vincent Petit. 2026. “The Barriers and Drivers
to Decarbonization of the Building Sector in the
United States: Qualitative Insights from Boston
and Phoenix.” Building and Environment
289:114032. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.build-
env.2025.114032
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Hess, David J. 2025. “Solar Farms and Opposition
Groups: Assessing Alternative Sustainability and
Anti-Sustainability Perspectives on their Dis-
course.” Current Research in Environmental Sus-
tainability. 10: 100311. Special issue forthcoming
on “Reinterpreting Sustainability Discourses
around the World.”
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.crsust.2025.100311.

Hess, David ], and ].B. Ruhl. 2025. “How Can Policy
Balance the Goals of Transition Acceleration and
Justice? Permitting Reform, Large-Scale Renewa-
ble Energy, and Host Communities.” Energy Re-
search & Social Science. 129: 10439.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2025.104397.

Hormel, Leontina. 2025. “Social Reproduction,
Manufactured Home Parks, and the Crisis of Hous-
ing Affordability,” Urban Studies, 63(7) in (forth-
coming) Special Issue Manufacturing the urban:
Manufactured housing and manufactured home
parks, editors: Zachary Lamb, Esther Sullivan, and
Andrew Rumbach. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1177/00420980251388767
Huang, Haisu, and Harrison, Jill. A. 2025. Roots or
Recreation: Staying in Place after a Wildfire Disas-
ter. Environmental Sociology, 1-16.
https://doi.org/10.1080/23251042.2025.259085
9.

Keeler, Kyle and Nicholas Theis. 2026. "Off the
Rails: A Critical Environmental Justice Analysis of
the East Palestine Train Derailment." Environment
and Planning E: Nature and Space.

Jacques Peter ]. and Riley E. Dunlap. 2025. "Foun-
dations of Climate Change Denial: Anti-environ-
mentalism and Anti-science." PLoS One 20(11):
e€0334544. https://doi.org/10.1371/jour-
nal.pone.0334544

Langen, T.L. C. Benson and R. Welsh. 2026. “Walk-
ing the land with property owners” Frontiers in

Ecology and the Environment e70023,
https://doi.org/10.1002 /fee.70023.

Leifeld, Philip and Dana R. Fisher. 2025. “Up and
Down with... Polarisation? Temporal Polarisation
Dynamics in US Climate Policy Debates.” Politics
and Governance.
https://doi.org/10.17645/pag.9933

Liu, John Chung-En. 2025. “Blind Taste, Clear In-
sights: Using Bottled Water to Teach Environmen-
tal Sociology and Quantitative Literacy” Teaching
Sociology Shei, Cheng-Hsiang, John Chung-En Liu,
and I-Yun Lisa Hsieh. 2026. "Equity in carbon pric-
ing: Impacts on household carbon burdens across
different demographics.” Ecological Economics
242:108905.

MacKendrick, Norah A.., Lee, Seungyun, Choi,
Hanee, & Rivera Ramos, Marina. 2025. From invisi-
ble threat to social problem: Media framing of par-
ticulate matter in an era of intersecting crises. En-
vironmental Sociology, Online First.
https://doi.org/10.1080/23251042.2025.257777
7

Minervini, Dario. 2024. “Trajectories, Debates and
Perspectives. Final Conversation with Riley Dun-
lap and Commentary by Luigi Pellizzoni.” Pp. 223-
268 in Pathways to the Sociology of the Environ-
ment, edited by Dario Minervini. Morlacchi Editore
(Published in Italian).

Mordy, Meghan, Rachel Adams, Lori Peek, Jennifer
Tobin, Tracy N. Thomas, and Robin Soler. 2025.
“Advancing Workforce Development and Evidence-
Based Practice in U.S. Territories: An Evaluation of
the Public Health Disaster Research Award Pro-
gram.” Journal of Public Health Management and
Practice 31(4): 600-609.
https://doi.org/10.1097/PHH.000000000000215
6

Ojeda-Pereira, Ivan. 2025. “Chile’s Framework Law
Erodes Institutions.” Science 390(1670): 249. DOI:
10.1126/science.aea4024.
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Ojeda-Pereira, Ivan, Hernan Pezoa-Quevedo, and
Fernando Campos-Medina. 2025. “How Should the
Socio-Territorial Density of Tailings Facilities Be
Governed? A Proposal for Chilean Mining Pol-

icy” The Extractive Industries and Society 24:
101748.DOI: 10.1016/j.exis.2025.101748.

Olmedo Neri, Raul Anthony; Gémez Liendo, Marx
José; Escudero Nufiez; Gomez Bonilla, Adriana;
Rivero Corona, Marhylda Victoria; and Rico Mon-
toya, Norma Angélica. 2026. “Transiciones extrac-
tivistas en América Latina. Coordenadas para pre-
figurar el futuro.” Pp. 197-259 in Conflictos so-
cioambientales y transiciones justas en el siglo
XXI, edited by Pablo Vommaro and Gloria Améz-
quita. CLACSO.

Painter, Mary Angelica, Melissa Villarreal, and Lori
Peek. 2025. “State Hazard Mitigation Plans and So-
cial Vulnerability.” Journal of Homeland Security
and Emergency Management.
https://doi.org/10.1515/jhsem-2024-0023

Phan, Viet. 2025. “Financialization and Unin-
tended Emission Reductions: Evidence from the
OECD, 1995-2020.” Social Forces soaf220.
doi:10.1093/sf/soaf220.

Shwom, Rachael, Steven Brechin, and Frederic
Traylor. 2025. “EDGE SENSE: Energy Decarboniza-
tion and GeoEngineering Survey Experiment for
New Sampling and Mode Exploration, United
States, 2023.” Inter-university Consortium for Po-
litical and Social Research.
doi:10.3886/I1CPSR39284.v1.

Spring, Amy. 2025. “Internal migration following
local environmental disasters: The intersection of
race, socioeconomic status, and local family ties.”
Population & Environment 47(43).
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11111-025-00511-9

Thombs, Ryan, and Andrew Jorgenson. 2026.
“Does Stringent Climate Policy Decouple Economic
Growth from Greenhouse Gas Emissions?” Social
Forces soaf217,
https://doi.org/10.1093/sf/soaf217.

Traylor, Frederic, Steven Brechin, and Rachael
Shwom. 2025. “Comparing the Effects of Infor-
mation on Geoengineering Options Support Across
Four Online Samples.” Climatic Change
178(12):240. doi:10.1007/s10584-025-04029-9.

Vasi, lon Bogdan (“Bodi”), Edward Walker. 2026.
Organizations and Climate Change. Research in the
Sociology of Organizations. Volume 102. Emerald
Publishing. Forthcoming.

Vasi, lon Bogdan (“Bodi”), Mario Paez-Arellano.
2025. “Video communication, blue marble awe,
and attitudes toward climate change and renewa-
ble energy.” npj Clim. Action 4, 5.
https://doi.org/10.1038/s44168-024-00203-4

Wesche, Julius, Meike Lohr, and David |. Hess.
2026. “Only Changing Policy? The Role of Coali-
tions in Sustainability Transitions. Pp. TBA in In-
troduction to Transition Studies, ed. by Abe Hen-
dricks and Julius Wesche. Cambridge Open En-
gage. Electronic preprint available at: https://sus-
tainabilitytransitionsbook.com/book-outline/.

Yeager, Peter Cleary, and Sally S. Simpson. 2026.
"Tracking Data on Corporate Offenses: The Long
Road Toward a National Database." Journal of
White Collar and Corporate Crime 7(1): 5-21.

Zinda, John A., Bryce Vitulli, Shorna Allred, David
Kay, Sharon Tennyson, Kristen Hychka, Jessica
Kuonen, Jesenia Laureano, Alex Pennington, and
Keith Tidball. 2025. "Who Purchases Flood Insur-
ance, and Why? Evidence from the Hudson Valley."
International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction
124(15): 105472.
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Public Sociology and Community Engagement

Joshua A. Basseches. 2025. "How to Make Clean
Energy Progress Under Trump in the States-- Blue
and Red Alike." MIT Technology Review:
https://www.technolo-
gyreview.com/2025/08/19/1122023 /how-to-
make-clean-energy-progress-under-trump-in-the-
states-blue-and-red-alike /?utm_source=staff_so-
cial_outreach&utm_medium=tr_staff so-
cial&utm_campaign=social&utm_content=guestbp

Elliott, James R. and Debolina Banerjee. 2025.
“FEMA Buyouts vs. Risky Real Estate: New Maps
Reveal Post-Flood Migration Patterns across the
US.” The Conversation,
https://doi.org/10.64628/AAl.erauyjgxr.

Career Transitions

Alison Hope Alkon has joined the faculty of the So-
ciology Department and the Community Studies
program at UC Santa Cruz. Community Studies is
an interdisciplinary exploration of the theory and
practice of social change through which students
combine immersive experiential learning with rig-
orous theoretical critique.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam for Kai Erickson - by Phil Brown,
Michael Edelstein, and Steve Kroll-Smith

http://envirosoc.org/wordpress/2025/12/11 /in-

memoriam-kai-erikson/

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

Calls for Materials

Renewing Development: Connection and Action An
international, transdisciplinary conference com-
memorating 25 years of the Polson Institute for
Global Development April 8-10, 2026, Cornell Uni-
versity, Ithaca, NY in-person and remote While de-
velopment seems continually to be in a state of cri-
sis, now that state is heightened. Reshuffling of
global powers, climate and biodiversity crises, and
technological and military crisis are upending de-
velopment institutions. Moments of crisis are mo-
ments of renewal. In this conference we will build
on this legacy by bringing development practition-
ers, activists, policymakers, and researchers to-
gether to ask how development will be renewed.
Through three days of active conversation, we will
set a new vision for development through conver-
sations grounded in practical engagement and crit-
ical analysis. The deadline for submitting abstracts
for papers or pitches is January 30, 2026. Please
send one-page proposals in .docx, .pdf, or .odt for-
mat to polsoninstitute@cornell.edu. Include full
contact details (email, affiliation and address for
contact). Notifications and initial programs will be
sent out by early February 2026. Registration infor-
mation will be made available by the end of January.
There is no fee for registration. During the confer-
ence, all meals and materials will be provided for
registered in-person participants. A limited num-
ber of hospitality grants may be provided. Please
specify whether you would like to be considered for
partial funding.

Teachers College Launches a New MA in Sustainabil-
ity & Education Teachers College, Columbia Univer-
sity 1s launching a new fully online M. A. in Sustaina-
bility & Education, with its first cohort beginning in
summer 2026. The mission of the program is to pre-
pare professionals to advance sustainability through
education—broadly defined—across schools, higher
education, nonprofits, public agencies, and commu-
nity-based organizations. Unlike traditional programs
in environmental education, this degree focuses on
how learning, institutions, and organizations can be
mobilized to address contemporary environmental and
equity challenges. Graduates are prepared for roles

ASA Environmental Sociology Newsletter
2025 Fall | page 13


http://envirosoc.org/wordpress/2025/12/11/in-memoriam-kai-erikson/
http://envirosoc.org/wordpress/2025/12/11/in-memoriam-kai-erikson/

that combine program design, coordination, training,
and policy work, including positions such as sustaina-
bility coordinators, curriculum leaders, nonprofit pro-
gram managers, policy advisors on education and cli-
mate, and community education specialists. The pro-
gram builds on years of research and collaboration
with partners across the United States and internation-
ally, offering students insight into how sustainability
initiatives operate across different institutional and or-
ganizational contexts. The curriculum is interdiscipli-
nary and draws, among other traditions, on sociology.
The program is fully online, cohort-based, and empha-
sizes applied projects that connect research, policy,
and practice. Website for Program in Sustainability &
Education. Questions? Feel free to reach out to Oren
Pizmony-Levy, Program Director, op2183@tc.colum-
bia.edu.

The Alfred P. Sloan Foundation is pleased to an-
nounce a new Open Call for Letters of Inquiry:
Early-Career Faculty Support for Interdisciplinary
Energy System Research. Submission Dead-
line: Tuesday, March 17, 2026. Grants of $150,000
- $250,000 to be made for early-career faculty fo-
cusing on interdisciplinary social science research
on energy system decarbonization in the United
States. The Energy and Environment program at
the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation supports research,
training, networking, and dissemination efforts to
inform the societal transition toward low-carbon
energy systems in the United States by investigat-
ing economic, environmental, technological, and
distributional issues. The program is inviting Let-
ters of Inquiry from early-career faculty at the out-
set of their academic careers who are focusing on
undertaking innovative interdisciplinary social sci-
ence research related to the transition to a low-car-
bon economy in the United States. This Call for Let-
ters of Inquiry is deliberately framed broadly to en-
courage submissions from a range of scholars
drawn from different backgrounds and disciplines.
It is expected that approximately 6-8 grants will be
awarded from the Call, with grant amounts be-
tween $150,000 to $250,000 over a 2-3 year pe-
riod. Eligible investigators must be a current or in-
coming Assistant Professor or Assistant Research
Professor based at a university or college in the
United States, with their first faculty appointment

at their current or any previous institution having a
start date of August 1, 2022, or later. For more in-
formation and to submit applications, follow this
link - https://apply.sloan.org/prog/early_ca-
reer_call/

New series call for proposals. Environmental Jus-
tice and Power: Studies in Knowledge, Health, Sus-
tainability, and Inequality. There are few series
that are accessible to both academics and practi-
tioners and have an interdisciplinary emphasis.
This series seeks to move beyond the compart-
mentalization of issues surrounding justice and
the environment by highlighting critical interdisci-
plinary approaches that consider intergenera-
tional, compounded and cumulative effects of en-
vironmental burdens and benefits. Rather than
viewing justice and the environment only through
the lens of specific social movements, this series
seeks to highlight historical and global connec-
tions, common causes and transformative solu-
tions. We hope to bring together scholars, educa-
tors, practitioners and activists that deepen our
understanding of the interplay between the social,
political and economic issues that affect justice
and rights.

This series is open to work that engage several as-
pects/principles below:

e -Explores the multi-dimensional meaning
of well-being and health as they pertain to
our understanding of justice

e -Explores the factors that contribute to re-
silience in the face of injustice

e -Explores issues of power imbalances and
whose knowledge is valued, generated and
disseminated and how and for

e whom decisions are used for policy deci-
sions, planning on local levels, and educa-
tion.

e -Examines how socioecological

e justice ‘problems’ are framed and by whom

e -Explores issues of justice, capitalism, glob-
alization and sustainable development

e -Explores how current environmental haz-
ards, prevention of broader scale environ-
mental problems, and environmental

e justice are interrelated
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e -Explores the connections among the root
causes of colonial extractivism, current en-
vironmental problems and the impacts

e of adaptation planning today

e -Welcomes the interplay between indigene-
ity, and the social, political and economic is-
sues that affect justice and rights.

Although the series is open to these topics, this is
not a finite list of possibilities. This series is open to
contributions from scholars of all disciplines, and
practitioners and activists whose work seeks to
grow beyond the labels of climate justice, energy
justice, water justice, food justice, or environmental
justice. Successful proposals will be accessible to a
multidisciplinary audience, and advance our un-
derstanding of the socio-ecological and political
economic connections

over time that result in inequality and how it cur-
rently has repercussions for our future.

We are actively seeking proposals for academic
works that fit this series. Please send inquiries to:
Christina Jackson (jackson.christina@rut-
gers.edu)

Maritza Jauregui
(Maritza.Jauregui@stockton.edu)

Courtney Morales, Senior Acquisitions Editor
(Courtney.Morales@bloomsbury.com)

Environmental Sociology Section Award Calls

Environmental Sociology Student Paper Award
Deadline: April 1, 2026

Contact: Caleb Scoville (chair),
caleb.scoville@tufts.edu

The purpose of this award is to recognize an
outstanding paper written by a graduate student
or group of graduate students. All members

of the Section and the ASA are encouraged to
submit nominations; self-nominations are also
welcome. In addition to recognition, recipients will
receive a modest monetary award. Papers do not
have to be published or accepted for publication to
be considered. They must have been submitted

to the ASA annual meeting and/or to a journal by a
graduate student(s) at the time the nomination is

made. Published papers must have been accepted
for publication or published between January 1,
2025 and December 31, 2025 and while the
author(s) was still a graduate student in order to
be considered. Papers co-authored with faculty
are ineligible. To nominate a paper, please send a
PDF copy of the paper along with a nomination
letter that includes information about the paper’s
status by April 1, 2026 to Policy & Research
Committee Chair, Caleb Scoville
(caleb.scoville@tufts.edu). Please include
“Environmental Sociology Student Paper Award”
in the subject line.

Environmental Sociology Outstanding Publication
Award

Deadline: February 1, 2026

Contact: Caleb Scoville (chair),
caleb.scoville@tufts.edu

This is given for publications of special
noteworthiness in the field

of environmental sociology. It is given in alternate
years for either (a) a book in even years or (b) a
single article in odd years. This year,

the committee will consider books published
within the period January 1, 2024, through
December 31, 2025. To nominate a book, please
email a nomination letter by February 1, 2026 to
Policy & Research Committee Chair, Caleb Scoville
(caleb.scoville@tufts.edu), who will provide the
names and addresses to which hard or digital
copies of the book should be sent no later than
February 15, 2026. Please include “Environmental
Sociology Outstanding Publication Award” in the
subject line.

Distinguished Contribution Award
Deadline: April 1, 2026

Contact: Raoul Lievanos (chair),
raoull@uoregon.edu

This award is given annually to recognize
individuals for outstanding service, innovation, or
publication in environmental sociology. It is
intended to be an expression of appreciation,
awarded when an individual is deemed
extraordinarily meritorious by the Section. All
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members of the Section are encouraged to submit
nominations; self-nominations are welcome.
Nominations for this award must be received by
April 1, 2026. To nominate an individual for this
award, please send a letter of nomination
describing the nominee’s contribution to
environmental sociology, accompanied by a copy
of the nominee’s CV, to the chair of the award
committee, Section Past-Chair, Raoul Lievanos
(raoull@uoregon.edu). Please include
“Distinguished Contribution Award Nomination”
in the subject line.

Environmental Sociology Teaching

and Mentorship Award (Bi-yearly)

Deadline: March 1, 2026

Contact: Lourdes Vera (chair), lavera@buffalo.edu

This award, given in even years, honors faculty
members who demonstrate a notable dedication
to teaching and mentorship through: innovative
pedagogy; actionable attention to diversity, equity,
and inclusion; robust community-engaged
approaches; and/or other elements of excellence
in the teaching and mentoring of undergraduate
and/or graduate students in environmental
sociology. All members of the Section are
encouraged to submit nominations; self-
nominations are welcome. The award is open to
faculty of any rank, including tenure-track or
contingent positions. Nomination packages should
be combined into a single PDF and submitted by
email to Lourdes Vera (lavera@buffalo.edu) by
March 1, 2026. Nomination packages should
include: (1) Letter of Nomination, not to exceed 2
pages; (2) personal statement

on teaching and mentorship philosophy, not to
exceed 3 pages; (3) CV with relevant components
highlighted, such as teaching/mentoring

awards and activities, publications or
presentations co-authored with students
(underline the names of student co-

authors and indicate whether undergraduate,
master’s, or doctoral student). Please include
“Environmental Sociology Teaching and
Mentorship Award” in the subject line.

Nominations will be vetted within two

weeks, and a selection of candidates will be asked
to submit a comprehensive packet of additional
materials by April 15, 2026 including: (1) a
maximum of 5 letters of student support (any mix
of present or past students); (2) a maximum of 2
additional letters of support from colleagues who
are not former students; (3) a maximum of 3
syllabi or other relevant material from the past 5
years; and (4) excerpts or summaries

of teaching evaluations as desired.

Robert Boguslaw Award for Technology and
Humanism (Bi-yearly)

The Robert Boguslaw Award for Technology and
Humanism, given in odd years, honors a doctoral
student or other young investigator who has
obtained a Ph.D. in the past five years. The
purpose of the award is to recognize work that
investigates the relationship between technology
and humanism or otherwise proposes innovative
solutions to emerging social issues associated with
technology. We will accept nominations for this
award at a later time for the 2027 award cycle.

Environmental Sociology Practice and Outreach
Award (Bi-yearly)

This award, given in odd years, honors

faculty scholar-activists who demonstrate
outstanding practice and outreach contributions
that advance equity in the context of socio-
environmental relations. We will accept
nominations for this award at a later time for the
2027 award cycle.
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Section Officers (2025-2026)

Chair
Joshua Sbicca
Colorado State University

Chair-Elect
Kerry Ard

Past-Chair
Raoul S. Liévanos
University of Oregon

Secretary
Michael Haedicke
University of Maine

Treasurer
Maricarmen Hernandez
Columbia University

Council

Chair of Nominations Committee
Margaret Walkover
University of Hawai‘i at Manoa

Chair of Policy and Research Committee
Caleb Scoville
Tufts University

Chair of Publications Committee
lan Carrillo
University of Oklahoma

Chair of Membership Committee
Lacee Satcher
Boston College

Committee on Racial Inclusion, Equity, and

Justice Chair (CRIE])
Michael Warren Murphy
Occidental College

Chair of Legacy Committee
Lori Peek
University of Colorado Boulder

Chair of Teaching, Training, and Practice
Committee

Lourdes Annette Vera

University at Buffalo

Co-Chair of Digital Communications Committee
Angeline Letourneau
Colorado School of Mines

Mike Lengefeld
Northeastern University

Council Member at-Large
Ethan Raker
The University of British Columbia

Student Representative
Archana Ramanujam
Brown University

Award Committees Chairs

Outstanding Publication Award

Student Paper Award

Nikhil Deb

California Polytechnic State University, San Luis
Obispo

Distinguished Contribution Award
Norah MacKendrick
Rutgers University

Teaching and Mentorship Award
Practice and Outreach Award
Alissa Cordner

Whitman College

Communications

Newsletter Editor: Ian Carrillo
Website Manager: Michael Lengefeld
Listserv Manager: Apoorva Pal-Rathod
Social Media: Christina Ergas

Section Website:
http://www.envirosoc.org/wordpress/
Section Listserv: envirosoc@listserv.neu.edu
Grad Listserv: envirograds@listserv.neu.edu
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Facebook: facebook.com/EnviroSocASA/ Twitter: @EnviroSocASA & @envirogra
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