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SECTION CHAIR’S MESSAGE will be featured heavily our sessions, which will be

Hello everyone,

Our Section Council is in
full conference planning
mode for the upcoming
Annual Meetings to be
held in Montreal this
coming August, and I
hope to see many of you
there! In accordance with
the urgent priorities of so
many of us in the field of environmental sociology,
equity, intersectionality and the climate emergency

sure to generate meaningful dialogues amongst
environmental sociologists and our colleagues in
other fields. We are also exploring some
collaborative pre-conference events so stay tuned,
and keep the days before the beginning of the
conference open if at all possible.

For those of you who have never been to Montreal,
[ believe you will find it a beautiful and welcoming
city, friendly to walkers, bikers, English speakers,
as well as night life, gastro- and art enthusiasts, so
[ hope you all make time to explore the city during
your visit. I have been to Montreal several times
now, and [ always look forward to returning. While
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there, take a moment to appreciate the rich history
of this region. The first settlers who arrived here
were, as is so often the case, missionaries, followed
closely by fur traders. French and English colonial
powers fought for control for many years, until
Quebec was finally integrated into the Dominion of
Canada under English rule. The strong foothold of
Francophone heritage persists, however, as you
will quickly learn, and many historic buildings and
neighbourhoods remain intact, including Old
Town.

And of course, all this colonial maneuvering over
what is now called Quebec during the past 300
years took place upon lands owned and cared for
by the Algonquin, Huron and Iroquois peoples for
some 8,000 years, descendants of whom continue
to care for the land and their peoples, practice
their culture, and struggle to defend their rights to
do so every day. The Haudenosaunee and
Anishinaabeg peoples have called and continue to
call the Island of Montreal, or Tiohtia:ke, their
home. The island remains un-ceded territory,
which means their forebears never signed treaties
with the settler state of Canada to relinquish any of
their rights to the land. You can learn more about
Montreal’s Indigenous past and present here. And
if you have some time in your travel schedule, this
site is an excellent resource for locating sites of
Indigenous interest throughout the city.

In the time before the conference, I also encourage
you to consider making a contribution to

ASA's Making a Difference Today for

Tomorrow campaign to support

our Minority Fellowship Program (MFP), which is

in its 50t year. The MFP supports
underrepresented sociology PhD students

with stipends offered to future Fellows. Starting on
April 1, ASA launched the Section and Community
giving competition. During the month of April, all
donations of $50 or more made by members of the
Environmental Sociology Section will count toward
the “$50 for 50 Competition.”

At the end of April, the ASA section with the
highest percentage of members who have given at
least $50 during the month will win the
competition. The winning group will receive an
additional $500 to spend toward their reception at
the 2024 Annual Meeting. In addition to
recognition as part of the Section, all donors will
receive individual recognition based on the
amount of their contribution.

Last but not least, do you know someone who has
made an outstanding contribution to
environmental sociology, either through
outstanding service, innovation, or publication in
the field? Please consider nominating them (or
nominating yourself, perhaps) for the
Environmental Sociology Section’s Distinguished
Contribution Award.

I'm looking forward to celebrating the section and
its members with you in Montreal! In the
meantime, | hope you enjoy this issue of
Environmental Sociology News.

Debra Davidson
University of Alberta
Environmental Sociology Section Chair
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https://pacmusee.qc.ca/en/about/news/details/tiohtia-ke-indigenous-history-montreal/
https://passionpassport.com/decolonizing-travel-montreal-history/
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https://www.asanet.org/diversity-equity-inclusion/making-a-difference-today-for-tomorrow/
https://www.asanet.org/diversity-equity-inclusion/making-a-difference-today-for-tomorrow/
http://envirosoc.org/wordpress/section-awards/
http://envirosoc.org/wordpress/section-awards/

FEATURE ESSAYS

Creating Collaborative and Creative Spaces: The Case of the Prison Agriculture Lab

Joshua Sbicca
Colorado State University

Incarcerated people are working in agricultural operations in at least 660 adult state-run prisons in the
United States. These operations fall into four broad categories: horticulture and landscaping, crops and
silviculture, animal agriculture, and food processing and production. There are over 835,000 people
housed in these prisons. By one estimate, there are roughly 30,000 incarcerated agricultural workers at a
given time, although the number of prisoners cycling through agriculture of some kind is likely far higher.

Types of Agriculture in Prisons
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Why is agriculture still so prominent behind bars? According to official sources, there are financial,
idleness reduction, training, and reparative drivers. Making money or reducing the cost of incarceration,
keeping prisoners “out of trouble,” providing life and job skills, and greening and humanizing prisons
intermix in a disciplinary matrix of exploitation and rehabilitation. Instead of seeing a type of agriculture,
like gardening, as inherently rehabilitative, the disciplinary matrix offers a framework to see how the
prison system discursively and programmatically legitimizes incarceration through agriculture in a
variety of uneven ways. For example, there may be exploitative drivers behind a garden. Free prison labor
helps some states save money with cheaply produced food that goes into the chow hall. But prisons often
also claim that rehabilitation occurs because incarcerated people learn to grow food.

Drivers of Agriculture in Prisons
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Figure 2: Comparison of drivers of agriculture in adult state-run prisons by count and proportion

Prison agriculture is central to the development and reproduction of the prison system in part because it
offers an idealized agrarian container for the punitive and welfarist philosophies of proponents. Working
the land is vaulted in the United States. Growing food is considered inherently good and a bedrock of
society, especially when farmers are self-made. If part of the agrarian imagination is that historically
marginalized groups are to blame for their position because they’ve failed to make it as workers,
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redemption can come through the toil of, and symbolic growth associated with getting hands in the dirt.
Working the land essentially becomes carceral—about social control—a corrective tool that in the name
of public safety shores up the same ethnoracial and class interests that have long dominated American
society. The narrow parameters of penal philosophy therefore discipline what is politically possible so
that the discipline of incarcerated people throughout a vast penal archipelago can continue
uninterrupted.

A desire to critically Interrogate prisons through the lens of agriculture drives the work of the Prison
Agriculture Lab. Founded in 2019, the lab is a collaborative space for inquiry and action that links
innovative research, science translation and storytelling, and public engagement rooted in commitments
to food justice and prison industrial complex abolition. I co-direct the Prison Agriculture Lab with Carrie
Chennault, an Assistant Professor in Geography at Colorado State University (CSU). To conduct our work,
we have always worked collaboratively and built the lab alongside others, notably three undergraduate
students, thirteen graduate students, and experts who work in the Geospatial Centroid at CSU.

Our work is public facing. The Prison Agriculture Lab website is the hub for our digital projects. It
contains counter-visuals and counter-creations that help viewers unsee dominant understandings of
prison agriculture to instead perceive the background realities of racial capitalism and the carceral state.
For example, visitors can explore a ArcGIS map, story map, satellite image gallery, data visualizations, and
resources for educators wanting to integrate our work in a host of ways. By exploring prison agriculture
these projects also illuminate other prison conditions, including securitized landscapes, labor regimes,
disciplinary management strategies, connections between ethnoracial, class, and gender hierarchies on
either side of the fence, dangerous environmental exposures, and more.

In the case of our story map, Growing Chains: Prison Agriculture and Racial Capitalism in the United States,
we make a concerted effort to translate an academic paper into an interactive feature. As we continued to
reflect on how a practice that is fundamental to the penal system remains opaque to the casual observer,
we realized that we have a public obligation to situate prison agriculture sociologically and
geographically. Using maps, graphics, pictures, timelines, embedded videos and podcasts, and more, we
are breaking down academic walls with mediums that defy paywalls.

Drawing on a first-of-its-kind nationwide data set, we have also developed other projects that can help
people to understand the scope of prison agriculture. Our satellite image gallery shows how carceral
forms of discipline are etched into the landscape. In the case of prison agriculture, there are not only an
array of places, but also prison architectures and agricultural practices. And these carceral conditions are
embedded in a set of social and environmental spaces. In another way, our ArcGIS map, places prison
agriculture within local socioeconomic, demographic, environmental, and agricultural contexts. The map
provides an opportunity to dive deeply into different scales of reality, from inside prisons to the counties
containing prisons.

While it may be tempting to only see prison agriculture as a condition internal to our current system of
mass incarceration, doing so would ignore the ways in which prisons connect economic, environmental,
political, and social realities of many kinds. The hope of the Prison Agriculture Lab is that we can continue
to produce counter-visuals and counter-creations that explore such complexity. We have only ever done
so in different collaborative formations, and we will do so going forward. Don’t hesitate to reach out if you
have curiosities, ideas, or a project idea.
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https://prisonagriculture.com/projects/data-visualizations/
https://prisonagriculture.com/teaching/
https://www.openicpsr.org/openicpsr/project/170141/version/V2/view

Straight Piping: The Social Dimensions of Waste in the Alabama Black Belt

By Abosede Muinat Onifade and Ryan Thomson
Auburn University

Straight piping septic systems discharge raw sewage directly from indoor toilets to the outdoor
environment, a common practice across the Black Belt region of Alabama. The hazards involved in this
situation are exacerbated during heavy rains when the impermeable clay soil prevents proper absorption,
contaminating water sources and posing a serious risk to public health. Often, waste runs into local creeks
or flows back into the home. The problem tends to be concentrated in rural low-income communities
beyond a municipal sewer system. Many residents cannot afford a new system butrisk being fined. Roughly
90 percent of Alabama’s Black Belt's septic systems are functioning poorly or failing. In some of the worst
parts of the region, roughly 50 percent of the properties have raw sewage on the ground.

Catherine Coleman Flowers was among the first to draw attention to the issue through grassroots
mobilization with the Center for Rural Enterprise and Environmental Justice (CREE]) and her more recent
book Waste. Her work, and the work of others mobilizing on the ground, helped bring this issue to national
attention. The issue is now considered a federal priority, with many new actors converging on it.

The Build Back Better initiative, focused on addressing environmental challenges and promoting equity,
presents an opportunity to confront the issue of straight piping in Alabama's Black Belt. These efforts have
included infrastructure improvements and technological innovations aimed at reducing pollution.
Environmental Justice 40 (EJ40) similarly sought to tackle the issue with an environmental orientation.
While these overdue interventions are crucial and have made great strides in a short period of time, they
only scratch the surface of the underlying social issues perpetuating environmental injustice in the region.
On the ground, we find two larger theoretical frameworks at play.

Ecological modernization theory, articulated by scholars like Arthur Mol, Gert Spaargaren, and David
Sonnenfeld, contends that environmental innovations will drive structural change. In this tradition, many
engineers, architects, public health professionals, geoscientists, and other water professionals rose to the
occasion and attempted to tackle this infrastructure failure from a technical standpoint. This collaboration
successfully created a new form of adaptable rural septic system in just a few years’ time. This past
November, a new cluster system, Orenco’s AdvanTex AX-Max, was installed in New Bern, Alabama, to serve
as a demonstration site for advancing the problem. This innovative technology has no smell and uses
microorganisms to treat the waste and discharges clean water into nearby estuaries.

One significant yet often overlooked aspect of the straight piping issue in the Black Belt is heirs' property.
Heirs' property refers to real property (land and housing) that has been passed down through generations
without clear legal title, leading to ownership disputes and inhibiting investment in infrastructure. Heirs'
property prevents enrollment in government programs, access to financial support, and basic home
improvements. Heirs’ property drives out-migration and can rapidly diminish a rural tax base. While heirs’
property was once a tool for preventing land loss, it has become a great source of vulnerability to loss. In
the context of straight piping, heirs’ property prevents many residents from accessing the new wave of
sanitation solutions, as unclear ownership rights legally prevent these basic upgrades.
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A social ecology lens offers a holistic critique of the barriers to addressing environmental injustices in
Alabama’s Black Belt. Murray Bookchin argued that social ecology reveals the underlying systemic factors
exacerbating this sanitation issue. One crucial aspect highlighted by social ecology is the presence of
hierarchical structures that perpetuate domination over both nature and human societies. Historically,
marginalized communities in the Black Belt have endured racial and economic oppression, leading to
inadequate infrastructure and their disproportionate exposure to environmental hazards. Additionally, the
legacy of heirs' property, characterized by complex ownership disputes and unclear titles, further worsens
these inequalities by impeding access to essential infrastructure such as proper sanitation systems. The
cost of clearing titles, which can amount to around $20,000 or more, poses an insurmountable barrier for
most families already struggling to meet basic needs such as food and bills. This financial burden renders
the process of clearing titles unfeasible for numerous residents, thereby perpetuating systemic inequality
within the region. Moreover, there exists a widespread distrust of the legal system and tax offices among
the populace, stemming from historical injustices like Jim Crow laws and the prevalence of legal deserts,
where access to legal services is severely limited.

Recent changes in the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) policy regarding proof of residency
serve as one option for addressing the clouded ownership dilemma and broader health crisis within the
Black Belt. Essentially, proof of residency could serve as the minimum requirement to be hooked up to a
new septic system without tackling the entire issue of heirs’ property, which will take years per family.
Another complementary strategy would be to expand legal and educational services to promote the
clearing of titles while adequate sewer and septic systems are established.

These changes underscore the complexities surrounding property rights in the region and highlight the
need to address both legal and socio-economic barriers to ownership. The government and private sector
are tasked with facilitating solutions to resolve the issue, including assistance in clarifying property titles,
and supporting the installation of adequate septic systems or connection to the municipal sewer system
rather than solely opting for the latter. This opportunity remains underutilized due to the hindrance posed
by heirs' property in accessing necessary resources and services. While the Alabama Heirs Property
Alliance (AHPA) has begun to mobilize across the region, tens of thousands of properties must be
untangled. Several million dollars is currently needed to help get each house in order.

Environmental sociology gives us the ability to celebrate both the eco-mod breakthroughs and legal-
historical barriers perpetuating the sanitation crisis. Social ecology underscores the importance of
community empowerment and the need to address an inaccessible legal system (e.g., legal deserts, distrust
of the tax office) associated with persistent environmental injustice. By fostering a participatory
collaboration between community leaders and local residents, practical approaches to waste policy can be
developed to improve property rights, provide sanitation, promote social cohesion, and empower local
residents. Through a holistic approach that considers both legal and socio-economic factors, progress can
be made towards achieving environmental justice and sustainability in the region.
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PUBLICATIONS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Books

Toxic Water, Toxic System: Environmental Racism and Michigan’s Water
Michael Mascarenhas

University of California Press

Toxic Water, Toxic System exposes the consequences of a seemingly anonymous
authoritarian state willing to maintain white supremacy at any cost - including
poisoning an entire city and shutting off water to thousands of people. Weaving
together narratives of frontline activists along with archival data, Michael
P I— Mascarenhas provides a powerful exploration of the political alliances and
. bureaucratic mechanisms that uphold inequality. Drawing from three years of
ethnographic fieldwork in Flint and Detroit, this book amplifies the voices of
marginalized communities, particularly African American women, whose
perspectives and labor have been consistently overlooked. Toxic Water, Toxic System
. offers a fresh perspective on the ties between urban austerity politics,
: : & environmental harm, and the advancement of white supremacist agendas in
predominantly Black and brown cities.

Michael Mascarenhas is a Professor of Environmental Science, Policy, and Management at the University
of California, Berkeley.

Seeding Empire: American Philanthrocapital and the Roots of the Green Revolution in Africa
Aaron Eddens
University of California Press

In Seeding Empire, Aaron Eddens rewrites an enduring story about the past - and
future - of global agriculture. Eddens connects today’s efforts to cultivate a “Green
Revolution in Africa” to a history of American projects that introduced capitalist
agriculture across the Global South. Expansive in scope, this book draws on archival
records of the earliest Green Revolution projects in Mexico in the 1940s and 1950s,
as well as interviews at development institutions and agribusinesses working to
deliver genetically modified crops to millions of small-scale farmers across Africa.
From the offices of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation to the halls of the world’s
largest agricultural biotechnology companies to field trials of hybrid maize in Kenya,

AARON EODENS Eddens shows how the Green Revolution fails to address global inequalities. Seeding

Empire insists that eradicating hunger in a world of climate crisis demands thinking

beyond the Green Revolution.

Aaron Eddens is an American Studies scholar and Assistant Professor of Interdisciplinary Studies at
Grand Valley State University.
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https://www.ucpress.edu/book/9780520395305/seeding-empire

We Stay the Same: Subsistence, Logging, and Enduring Hopes for Development in Papua New
Guinea

Jason Roberts

University of Arizona Press

On a remote island in the South Pacific, the Lavongai have consistently struggled to
st S s obtain development through logging and commercial agriculture. Yet many Lavongai
We Stay still' lopg to move beyond the gring of subsi.stence work tha.t has seemingly defined

the Same their lives on New Hanover, Papua New Guinea, for generations. New Hanover
v~ Dbecame the site of three multinational-controlled special agricultural and business
e g e e G leases (SABLs). These agroforestry projects were part of a national effort to
encourage “sustainable” rural development. Unfortunately, these SABLs resulted in
significant forest loss and livelihood degradation, while doing little to promote
economic development. It is within this context that We Stay the Same grounds
questions of hope for transformative economic change within Lavongai assessments
of the inequitable relationships between global economic processes of resource
development and the local lives that have become increasingly defined by the necessities and failures of
these processes.

Jason Roberts is a practicing anthropologist who currently works on subsistence policy and natural
resource management issues in Alaska.

Saving a Rainforest and Losing the World: Conservation and Displacement in the Global Tropics
Gregory M. Thaler

Yale University Press

For two decades, the concept of land sparing, the claim that agricultural intensification

Saving can spare land by preventing forest clearing for agricultural expansion, has dominated

a Rainforest tropical forest conservation. Land sparing policies transform landscapes and livelihoods
B gosing with the promise of reconciling agricultural development with environmental

B "o World conservation. But that land sparing promise is false. Based on six years of research on
agrarian frontiers in Indonesia, Brazil, and Bolivia, this book traces where and how land
sparing becomes policy and charts the social and ecological effects of these political
contests. Gregory M. Thaler explains why land sparing appears successful in some places
but not in others and reveals that success as an illusion achieved by displacing
deforestation to new frontiers. The failure of land sparing exposes a harsh truth behind
assurances of green capitalism: capitalist development is ecocide.

Coarervotion

Gregory M. Thaler is assistant professor in the Department of International Affairs at the University of
Georgia.
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Elgar Encyclopedia of Environmental Sociology
Christine Overdevest, ed.

Edward Elgar Publishing

The Elgar Encyclopedia of Environmental Sociology serves as a repository of insight
on the complex interactions, challenges, and potential solutions that characterize
our shared ecological reality. Presenting innovative thinking on a comprehensive

ENVIRONMENTAL range of topics, expert scholars, researchers, and practitioners illuminate the
SOCIOLOGY

nuances, complexities, and diverse perspectives that define the continually evolving
field of environmental sociology. Entries provide clear and concise explanations of
complex concepts and theories on the relationship between material, ecological, and
social progress, contributing to a wealth of thought-provoking research designed to
encourage critical thinking and reflection. This authoritative encyclopedia will serve
as a comprehensive research tool for students, researchers, and scholars of
environmental sociology, environmental studies, and sustainability studies.

Christine Overdest is Associate Professor of Sociology at the University of Florida.

Ecology, Artificial Intelligence, and Virtual Reality: Life in the Digital Dark Ages
Sing C. Chew
Rowman & Littlefield

rr We live in a digitalized world that is experiencing environmental changes, scarcity of

natural resources, global pandemics, mass migrations, and burgeoning global
«ne e cuew populations. In Ecology, Artificial Intelligence, and Virtual Reality, Sing C. Chew

proposes that we meet these challenges by examining the connected global world we

ecooey,  live in and by considering the advances that have been made in digitalization,

<8 ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE, - mjpjaturization, dematerialization, artificial intelligence, virtual and augmented
AND VIRTUAL REALITY s : : : . . .

realities, and machine learning, which have increased our socioeconomic and
political productivity. Chew outlines potential structural avenues to address these

. e challenges, suggests pragmatic choices to ease living during these chaotic crisis
' ’ conditions, and outlines solutions that will enable us to traverse systemic crises.

Sing C. Chew is Professor Emeritus at Humboldt State University.

Journal Articles and Book Chapters

Basseches, Joshua A. 2023. “Who Pays for Qualitative Case Studies of American State-Level
Environmental Policy? Business Power and the Policy.” Social Science Quarterly 105(2):359-373.
Design of State-Level Climate Policies.” Politics and
Society online. Bell, Shannon Elizabeth, Michael Hughes, Grace
Tuttle, Russell Chisholm, Stephen Gerus, Danielle
Basseches, Joshua A., Michael C. Campbell and Mullins, Cameron Baller, Kelly Scarff, Rachel
Heather Schoenfeld. 2024. “Leveraging the Spector, and Denali Nalamalapu. “Pipelines and
Insights of Depth: A Staged Strategy for Building Power: Psychological Distress, Political Alienation,
and the Breakdown of Environmental Justice in
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https://doi.org/10.1177/00323292231195184
https://doi.org/10.1177/00323292231195184
https://doi.org/10.1177/00323292231195184
https://doi.org/10.1111/ssqu.13346
https://doi.org/10.1111/ssqu.13346
https://doi.org/10.1111/ssqu.13346
https://doi.org/10.1111/ssqu.13346
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2023.103406
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2023.103406
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2023.103406

Government Agencies’ Public Participation
Processes.” Energy Research & Social Science 109:
103406.

Brechin, Steven R. and Seungyun Lee. 2023. “Will
Democracy Survive Climate Change?” Sociological
Forum. 38(4): 1382-1392.

Bryant, Jesse Callahan, and Justin Farrell. 2023.
“The Influence of the Nature-Culture Dualism on
Morality.” Pp. 261-75 in Handbook of the Sociology
of Morality, Volume 2, Handbooks of Sociology and
Social Research, edited by S. Hitlin, S. M. Dromi,
and A. Luft. Cham: Springer International
Publishing.

Contzen, Nadja, Goda Perlaviciute, Linda Steg,
Sophie Charlotte Reckels, Susana Alves, David
Bidwell, Gisela Bohm, Marino Bonaiuto, Li-Fang
Chou and Victor Corral-Verdugo. 2024. "Public
Opinion About Solar Radiation Management: A
Cross-Cultural Study in 20 Countries around the
World." Climatic Change 177(4):1-25.

Cordner, Alissa, Phil Brown, Ian Cousins, Martin
Scheringer, Luc Martinon, Gary Dagorn, Raphaélle
Aubert, Leana Hosea, Rachel Salvidge, Catharina
Felke, Nadja Tausche, Daniel Drepper, Gianluca
Liva, Ana Tudela, Antonio Delgado, Derrick
Salvatore, Sarah Pilz, Sarah, and Stéphane Horel.
2024. “PFAS Contamination in Europe: Generating
knowledge and mapping known and likely PEAS
contamination with ‘expert-reviewed’ journalism.”
Environmental Science & Technology online.

De’Arman, Kindra Jesse, Alissa Cordner, and Jill
Ann Harrison. 2023. "Workplace Tentativity:
Biophysical Environmental Impacts on Qutdoor
Work." Environmental Sociology, 10(2):237-252.

Domingue, Simone and Stacia Ryder S. 2024.
“Mapping Multiscalar Power for Fair, Effective
Climate Policy Discourse.” Earth System
Governance, 19, 100200.

Du, Juan, John Chung-En Liu, and Tamara Mix.
2024. “China Deserves its Hamburger: The

Controversy Over WildAid’s Shu Shi Campaign in
China.” Environmental Sociology online.

Greenberg, Pierce and Robert Todd Perdue. 2024.
“Prisons and Pollution: A Nationwide Analysis of
Carceral Environmental Inequality.” Social
Problems online.

Hao, Feng, and Stephen R. Neely. 2024. “Social
Network, Trust, Approval of President Biden, Risk
Perception, and Annual COVID-19 Booster
Intention.” Socius 10.

Harper, Marion C., Sommer; Jamie M., and John M.
Shandra. 2023. "Government Revenue
Composition and Forest Loss: A Cross-National
Study of Low- and Middle-Income Nations." Social
Science Quarterly 104: 1309-1323.

Hsieh, I-Yun Lisa, Cheng-Hsiang Shei, and John
Chung-En Liu. 2024. “Distributional Effects of
Carbon Pricing: An Analysis of Income-Based
versus Expenditure-Based Approaches.” Journal of
Cleaner Production: 141446.

Hudson, Mark. 2024. “Climate Change and Energy
Transition: Perceptions of Emergency,
Responsibility, and the Future Imaginaries of
Manitoban Unionized Workers.” Futures 157:
103339.

Kennedy, Emily H. and Carly Hamdon. 2023. “Do
People Who Drive Trucks Care About the
Environment?” Contexts 22(3): 18-23.

Leffel, Benjamin, Thomas P. Lyon, and Joshua P.
Newell. 2024. “Filling the Climate Governance Gap:

Do Corporate Decarbonization Initiatives Matter
as Much as State and Local Government

Policy?” Energy Research & Social Science 109:
103376.

McConnell, Kathryn, and Christian V. Braneon.
2024. "Post-Wildfire Neighborhood Change:
Evidence from the 2018 Camp Fire." Landscape
and Urban Planning 247.
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Contemporary Ethnography, 53(2): 248-273.

Rachel McKane, Patrick Greiner, and David Pellow.
2023. "Mutual Aid as a Praxis for Critical
Environmental Justice: Lessons from W.E.B
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602.
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Disparities in Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances
(PFAS) Levels in Drinking Water from
Overburdened Communities in New Jersey, 2019-
2021 Environmental Health Perspectives.

Muttagee, Mahmood, Gregory Stelmach, Chad
Zanocco, June Flora, Ram Rajagopal, and Hilary
Boudet. 2024. "Time of use pricing and likelihood
of shifting energy activities, strategies, and
timing." Energy Policy, 187.

Nielsen, Kristian S., Viktoria Cologna, Jan M. Bauer,
Sebastian Berger, Cameron Brick, Thomas Dietz,
Ulf ].J. Hahnel, Laura Henn, Florian Lange and Paul
C. Stern. 2024. "Realizing the Full Potential of
Behavioural Science for Climate Change
Mitigation." Nature Climate Change.

Perdue, Robert. 2023. “Trashing Appalachia: Coal,
Prisons, and Whiteness in a Region of Refuse.”
Punishment and Society 25(1): 21-41.

Perkins, Tracy, Sophia Hussein, Mariam Trent and
Lundyn Davis. 2024. “Wikipedia and the Outsider

Within: Black Feminism and Social Inequality in
Knowledge Sharing.” Civic Sociology 5(1):90253.
doi: 10.1525/¢s.2024.90253

Perlin, Liat, and Amalia Leguizamén. 2024.
“Agriculture-Driven Deforestation in Ecuador’s
Mache-Chindul Ecological Reserve: The Farmers’
Perspective.” Journal of Rural Studies online.

Poirier, Lindsay, Derrick Salvatore, Phil Brown,
Alissa Cordner, Kira Mok, and Nicholas Shapiro.
2024. “Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances
Exposure Risks in United States Carceral
Facilities.” American Journal of Public Health
online.

Rice, James. 2023. "Atmospheric Atomic Testing in
Nevada, Shot Harry, and the Agency of Nature."
Western Historical Quarterly, 54(3): 222-238.

Sommer, Jamie M., Burroway, Rebekah, and John
M. Shandra. 2024. "Property and Pa-Tree-Archy:
A Cross-National Analysis of Gendered Rights and
Forest Loss in Low- and Middle-Income

Nations." Nature and Culture 19: 79-104.

Vallée, Manuel. 2023. “Sociology of Pesticides.” Pp.
308-314 in Encyclopedia of Health Research in the
Social Sciences, edited by Kevin Dew and Sarah
Donovan. Edward Elgar Publishing.

Wyver, Richie and Steve Matthewman. 2024. “Is
adoption an environmental threat? Domestication
fantasies in Swedish adoption narratives.” The
Sociological Review online.

Public Sociology and Community Engagement

Jean Boucher appeared on the Sustainability
Now! radio show to discuss sustainable
consumption.

Thomas Dietz participated in an interview about
polarization in politics, particularly related to
climate, with Knowable Magazine.
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Azmal Hossan participated in an interview about
US-China collaboration on climate mitigation with
the Agents of Change in Environmental Justice
podcast.

Mahindra Kumar co-authored a report, published
by Coalicién Fortaleza and CASA of Oregon, about
the impact of the Almeda fire on housing needs in
southern Oregon.

Stacia Ryder participated in an interview about
fairness in climate action with the UnDisciplined

Megan Thiele Strong published an op-ed titled
“We Killed the Climate Canary” with New Thinking
magazine.

Transitions and Honors

Kindra Jesse De’Arman has begun a position as
assistant professor in the Clark Family School of
Environment and Sustainability at Western
Colorado University.

podcast from Utah Public Radio.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

(1) Rutgers University Summer School on Sustainability and Governance in the Anthropocene
(August 20-23, 2024)

Current emissions of greenhouse gases, alteration of critical ecosystems, and a host of other
anthropogenic drivers present significant and cascading crises, threatening the prospects for sustainable
development. Finding solutions to the unprecedented rate and magnitude of these social and
environmental changes will require integrated and human-centered governance approaches at multiple
scales, ranging from individuals and households to global multilateral bodies. Yet current policies tend to
focus on single problems and at a single scale, while also failing to learn from insights grounded in social
science. New approaches to governance and institutional architectures that are capable of addressing the
multi-scale, urgent, and dynamic complexity of the Anthropocene are needed, requiring innovations
across knowledge systems, attention to coproduction of solutions with multiple stakeholders who are
empowered to act, and advances in understanding desirable visions of the future and how to achieve
them.

With support from the National Science Foundation, the Department of Human Ecology at Rutgers
University-New Brunswick will be running an inaugural summer school for early career Ph.D. students
working on governance and sustainability. During the workshop, we will bring together scholars from a
range of disciplines in a small group setting to learn, exchange ideas, and build partnerships. Training on
essential skills will be offered on topics suited to the applicants, and may include working in collaborative
governance, science communication, social science methods, and grant and publication guidance.
Interactions with faculty from across Rutgers working in the sustainability governance field will provide
opportunities for career advice, mentorship, and networking. At the end of the workshop, the
relationships built with other students will provide mutual support for the future.

Applications: Graduate students and early career researchers in diverse disciplines working on
governance issues are encouraged to apply to the summer school. All travel expenses for accepted
applicants will be covered. We envision a small cohort of no more than 15 students for the initial class. To
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apply, please fill out an expression of interest by May 15, 2024 at
https://forms.gle/2XegHgkDj66HaVj46 Accepted applicants will be notified by May 30, 2024.

If you have questions about the application or summer school, please contact Dr. Pamela
McElwee (pamela.mcelwee@rutgers.edu) and/or Dr. Rachael Shwom
(shwomrac@sebs.rutgers.edu).

(2) UNC Press Rural Studies Book Series

The Rural Sociological Society and the University of North Carolina Press collaborate on the Rural Studies
Series to promote the scholarly study and analysis of rural social issues. We look for well-written, well-
conceptualized, and accessible manuscripts on a wide range of topics of interest to a broad readership.
We are especially interested in manuscripts that address the connections between the local and global,
the embeddedness of social structure and social processes in the organization of social space, issues of
race and ethnicity, environment and climate change, rurality, and the integration of rural places within
the global system. Books in our series should We seek a diversity of research-based theoretical and
methodological approaches and encourage scholars from all social sciences and related fields (e.g., legal
scholars) to submit book proposals for possible inclusion in the Series.

Co-Editors of the Rural Studies Series work with authors to develop book prospectuses and manuscripts
through both informal exchanges and formal written reviews. The Co-Editors are assisted by an Editorial
Advisory Committee. The goal is to prepare submissions to UNC Press that will result in publication.
Upon receiving a manuscript and endorsement by the Co-Editors, UNC Press conducts their own reviews
and makes the final decision on whether to publish. UNC Press may ask the Series Co-Editors to review
and evaluate manuscripts that come directly to them that are a good fit within the Series. For more
information, see our tips on preparing a book prospectus and the UNC webpage.

Prospective authors do not need to be members of the Rural Sociological Society, but we hope that
anyone who contributes to the Rural Studies Series will join RSS and become an active member of our
scholarly community.

(3) Call for proposals: Tornado Ready Research and Data Publication

The Natural Hazards Center is now accepting proposals for Tornado Ready Research and Data
Publication in the social, behavioral, and economic sciences. Each year, an estimated 1,200 tornadoes
touch down in the United States. Despite progress in communicating risk to the public, these storms can
turn deadly quickly and often lead to widespread property damage, social disruption, and injuries. This
call for proposals will fund a cadre of researchers who are interested in advancing research focused on
improving outcomes for at-risk and socially marginalized groups in the context of tornados.

Topic Areas

This call will prioritize proposals for tornado research focused on settings that serve or house socially
marginalized populations, such as:

¢ Schools or Childcare Centers

o Hospitals
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e Nursing Homes or Other Eldercare Facilities
o Faith-Based Organizations

o Correctional Facilities

e Mobile and Manufactured Homes

These settings—and the people who work and live in these spaces—play an integral role in the safety of
some of society’s most at-risk populations. Therefore, the goal of this call is to fund research that
improves mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery for these places and populations. Research
questions of interest include, but are not limited to:

e How do decision-makers receive and process tornado information and ultimately decide what
protective actions to recommend for socially marginalized populations?

e Are decision-makers using tornado forecast information before tornado events and if so, how?
e Who helps decision makers, staff, and diverse groups act in the face of impending tornado threats?
o What adaptive sheltering options are available for socially marginalized populations?

e How do socially marginalized populations understand tornado information and apply it during
preparedness, emergency response, or recovery?

If you are unsure of whether your topic of interest is aligned with this call for proposals, please reach out
to us at haz.research.awards@colorado.edu. For more information, including funding tracks,
submission requirements, and deadlines, please view the call on Natural Hazards Center website.
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Section Officers (2023-2024)

Chair
Debra Davidson
University of Alberta

Chair-Elect
Raoul Liévanos
University of Oregon

Past-Chair
Sandra Marquart-Pyatt
Michigan State University

Secretary
Jennifer Carrera
Michigan State University

Treasurer
Maricarmen Hernandez
Columbia University

Council

Chair of Nominations Committee
Cameron T. Whitley

Western Washington University

Chair of Policy and Research Committee
Nikhil Deb
California Polytechnic State University

Chair of Publications Committee
Michael Haedicke
University of Maine

Chair of Membership Committee
Jennifer Givens
Utah State University

Committee on Racial Inclusion, Equity, and
Justice Chair (CRIE])

Michael Warren Murphy

Occidental College

Chair of Teaching, Training, and Practice
Committee

Alan Rudy

Central Michigan University

Co-Chair of Digital Communications Committee

Michael Lengefeld
Bemidji State University

Christina Ergas
University of Tennessee

Council Member at-Large
Michael Warren Murphy
University of Pittsburgh

Student Representative
Margaret Walkover
University of Hawai’i, Manoa

Award Committees Chairs

Outstanding Publication Award
Student Paper Award
Nikhil Deb

Distinguished Contribution Award
Norah MacKendrick

Teaching and Mentorship Award
Practice and Outreach Award
Alissa Cordner

Communications

Newsletter Editor: Michael Haedicke
Website Manager: Michael Lengefeld
Listserv Manager: Jean Boucher
Social Media: Christina Ergas

Section Website:
http://www.envirosoc.org/wordpress/
Section Listserv: envirosoc@listserv.neu.edu
Grad Listserv: envirograds@listserv.neu.edu
Facebook: facebook.com/EnviroSocASA/
Twitter: @EnviroSocASA & @envirograd
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