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A MESSAGE FROM THE SECTION CHAIR 

Dear Environmental Sociology Section, 

It was a pleasure to see so many longtime mem-

bers and so many new faces at the ASA meetings 

in Montreal. We had a vibrant set of sessions and a 

lively reception and awards ceremony. Thank you 

all for contributing to the intellectual life of our com-

munity and for your generosity, especially with our 

new and junior members. I am grateful to be part of 

such a collegial professional association.  

I’d like to thank our outgoing 

council members (Andrew 

Jorgenson, Stephanie Malin, 

Aya Kimura, and Joshua 

Sbicca) and welcome our in-

coming council members 

(Chair-Elect: Kari Marie Nor-

gaard, Treasurer: Lori Hunter,  
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Message from Section Chair (cont’d) 

Membership Committee Chair: Kerry Ard, and Teach-

ing, Training & Practice Committee Chair: Erica Mor-

rell. This year ASA asked sections to nominate Public 

Relations Liaisons. Thanks to Stephanie Malin for vol-

unteering for that task. We hope that the addition of 

this role will help us get our work out to wider publics. 

I’d also like to acknowledge the diligent work of our 

Committee on Racial Diversity: Michael Mascarenhas 

(chair), Jennifer Carrera, Lauren Richter, and Elisabeth 

Wilder. In Montreal, they conducted focus groups with 

many of our members. The council looks forward to 

working with them on their recommendations, especial-

ly with regard to how we can do a better job retaining 

members of color in our section. For the second year in 

a row, our council member Jordan Besek made mentor

-mentee matches, a program we hope promotes reten-

tion. Thanks, Jordan! 

For those of you who were unable to attend the ASA 

meeting this year, the minutes of our Business Meet-

ing, the first under our new name (Environmental Soci-

ology Section), have been sent out via our ASA 

listserv.  

This fall, consider nominating yourself or a colleague to 

run for council. We have a large number of roles to fill: 

Chair-Elect, Secretary, Policy and Research Commit-

tee Chair, Nominations Committee Chair, Publications 

Committee Chair, Council Member At-Large, and Stu-

dent Council Member. Nominations can be sent to the 

Chair of the Nominations Committee: Brian Gareau. 

Also, be on the lookout for an e-mail from Chair-Elect 

Kari Norgaard, who will 

be soliciting your input for 

session themes for ASA 

2018 in Philadelphia.  

With each passing day, I 

am convinced that the 

work that we do is in-

creasingly important to 

the well-being of our species. The latest round of hurri-

canes has focused my attention. Immediately following 

the ASA meeting, I visited Barbuda as part of a team of 

City University of New York (CUNY) researchers 

tasked to develop a sustainable development plan for 

the island using participant action research (PAR). The 

island was strikingly beautiful and its 1600 inhabitants 

appeared to be living simple, satisfying lives. After that 

trip, Hurricane Irma decimated the island and the resi-

dents were evacuated. We returned in September to 

interview the survivors and take stock of the situation. 

What a difference a month has made. The natural and 

human damage brought by Irma in Barbuda (and the 

destruction from other hurricanes in the U.S. and the 

Caribbean this storm season) has pressed me as an 

environmental sociologist to examine the ways our 

knowledge and skills can be used in meaningful ways 

right now. Our work on disasters, social movements, 

and climate justice, to name just a few, can have real 

positive consequences for real people. 

 

Have a good fall. Do good work and use your work to 

make a difference. 

 

Tammy L. Lewis 

Chair, Environmental Sociology Section 

Professor of Sociology, Brooklyn College, CUNY 

 

 

SECTION NEWS  

Section Name Change 

During the ASA 2017 Conference in Montreal, Canada, 

the Section officially reverted to its inaugural name, 

ASA Section on Environmental Sociology. The section 

had been referred to as ASA Section on Environment 

and Technology since 1987. However, following a pro-

posal by Dr. Riley Dunlap, a founding member of the 

section,  members voted in May 2017  to revert to the 

section’s original name.   

 

Leadership Change 

Dr. Tammy L. Lewis, Professor of Sociology at Brook-

lyn College, CUNY, officially became chair of the sec-

tion during the ASA 2017 Conference in Montreal, 

Canada.  She succeeded Dr. Andrew Jorgenson, Pro-

fessor and Chair, Boston College. Many thanks to Dr. 

Lewis and Dr. Jorgenson for their service to the disci-

pline.     

 

Continued on page 3 
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CALLS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Water Resources Meeting 

Section members are invited to bring their sociological 

insights about water issues to the University Council on 

Water Resources Meeting in Pittsburgh, PA from June 

26-28, 2018. This multidisciplinary conference is an 

opportunity to meet potential collaborators and to share 

your research. Karen O’Neill writes that “As a member 

of the organizing committee, I hope to have social sci-

ence research well represented.”  

Please consider participating in the meeting. Individual 

presentation proposals can be submitted up until Janu-

ary 2018. Karen (Karen.oneill@rutgers.edu) would be 

happy to help with your submission.  For more infor-

mation go to: http://www.ucowr.org/ 

Request for Environmental Sociology Syllabi  

The Teaching, Training, and Practice Committee is col-

lecting syllabi related to environmental sociology. Sylla-

bi for environmental sociology, environmental justice, 

sociology of food, environmental governance/policy 

and any other related topics are welcome. The commit-

tee will categorize and archive materials on the sec-

tion’s website which will serve as a reference list for 

instructors to find good readings for a particular topic, 

brainstorm new teaching strategies, etc. The list will be 

updated every few years to include fresh materials. 

Please email your syllabus to Kent Henderson 

(kent.henderson@stonybrook.edu) with the subject line 

"ES Section Syllabus Request."  

 

PUBLICATIONS 

Books 

Dwelling In Resistance: Living with Alternative 

Technologies in America.   

Chelsea Schelly 

(Rutgers University Press, 2017) 

https://www.rutgersuniversitypress.org/dwelling-in-

resistance/9780813586502  

Most Americans take for granted much of what is mate-

rially involved in the daily rituals of dwelling. In Dwelling 

in Resistance, Chelsea Schelly examines four alterna-

tive U.S. communities –“The Farm,” “Twin Oaks,”  

“Dancing Rabbit,” and “Earthships”– where electricity, 

water, heat, waste, food, and transportation practices 

differ markedly from those of the vast majority of Amer-

icans.  

Schelly portrays a wide range of residential living alter-

natives utilizing renewable, 

small-scale, de-centralized 

technologies. These technolo-

gies considerably change how 

individuals and communities 

interact with the material world, 

their natural environment, and 

one another. Using in depth 

interviews and compelling eth-

nographic observations, the 

book offers an insightful look at 

different communities’ practic-

es and principles and their suc-

cessful endeavors in sustainability and self-sufficiency.  

Chelsea Schelly is an associate professor of soci-

ology at Michigan Technological University in Hough-

ton. She is the author of Crafting Collectivity: American 

Rainbow Gatherings and Alternative Forms of Commu-

nity.  

 

Ecofeminism as Politics: Nature, Marx and the 

Postmodern (Re-Issued).  

Ariel Salleh 

(Zed Books, London, 2017) 

http://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/distributed/

E/bo26504851.html 

Exploring the philosophical 

and political challenges of 

bridging feminist and ecologi-

cal concerns, Ecofeminism as 

Politics argues that ecofemi-

nism reaches beyond contem-

porary social movements as a 

political synthesis of four revo-

lutions in one, taking in ecolo-

gy, feminism, socialism, and 

postcolonial struggle.  

 Continued on page 4  
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Books (cont’d) —Ecofeminism as Politics  

Informed by a critical postmodern reading of Marxism, 

Ecofeminism as Politics integrates discourses on sci-

ence, the body, culture, nature, and political economy. 

Highlighting the importance of finding commonalities 

between ecofeminist and indigenous struggles, Salleh 

offers a groundbreaking discussion of deep ecology, 

social ecology, eco-socialism, and postmodern femi-

nism through the lens of an ecofeminist deconstruction. 

Ariel Salleh is a research associate in political 

economy at the University of Sydney, Australia.  

 

Journal Articles and Book Chapters 

Allen, Barbara L. 2017. "A Successful Experiment in 

Participatory Science for Promoting Change in a 

French Industrial Region." Engaging Science, 

Technology, and Society, 3: 375-381.    

DOI.org/10.17351/ests2017.180. 

Allen, Barbara, Yolaine Ferrier, and Alison Cohen. 

2017. “Through a Maze of Studies: Health Ques-

tions and ‘Undone Science’ in a French Industrial 

Region.” Environmental Sociology, 3(2): 134-144. 

DOI:10.1080/23251042.2016.1220850. 

Baumann, Shyon, Athena Engmann, Emily Huddart 

Kennedy, and Josée Johnston. 2017. "Organic vs. 

Local: Comparing Individualist and Collectivist Moti-

vations for “Ethical” Food Consumption." Canadian 

Food Studies, 4(1): 68-86. 

Bidwell, David. 2017. "Ocean Belief and Support for an 

Offshore Wind Energy Project." Ocean & Coastal 

Management, 146: 99-108.  

Cabrera, Laura Y., Jordan Tesluk, Michelle Chakrabor-

ti, Ralph Matthews and Judy Illes. 2016.“Brain Mat-

ters: From Environmental Ethics to Environmental 

Neuroethics.” Environmental Health, 15: 20: 1-5.  

Čapek, Stella M. 2017. “Negotiating Identity, Valuing 

Place: Enacting ‘Earthcare’ and Social Justice at 

Finca La Bella, Costa Rica.” Pp. 61-80 in Microso-

ciological Perspectives for Environmental Sociolo-

gy, edited by Bradley H. Brewster and Antony J. 

Puddephatt. Routledge. 

Clement, Matthew Thomas and Richard York. 2017. 

“The Asymmetric Environmental Consequences of 

Population Change: An Exploratory County-Level 

Study of Land Development in the United States, 

2001-2011.” Population & Environment ,39(1):  

47-68. 

Colby, Ashley and Emily Huddart Kennedy. 2017. 

"Extension of What and To Whom? A Qualitative 

Study of Self-Provisioning Programs in a University 

Extension Program." Advances in Medical Sociolo-

gy, 18: 177-198.  

Cross, Jennifer Eileen, Tara O’Conner Shelley, and 

Adam P. Mayer. 2017. "Putting the Green into Cor-

rections: Improving Energy Conservation, Building 

Function, Safety and Occupant Well-Being in an 

American Correctional Facility." Energy Research 

& Social Science 32: 149-163.  

Davidson, Debra J. 2017. “Evaluating the Effects of 

Living with Contamination from the Lens of Trau-

ma: A Case Study of Fracking Development in Al-

berta, Canada.” Environmental Sociology, DOI: 

10.1080/23251042.2017.1349638.  

Davidson, Debra J. 2017. “Is Urban Agriculture a 

Game Changer or Window Dressing? A Critical 

Analysis of Its Potential to Disrupt Conventional 

Agri-Food Systems.” International Journal of the 

Sociology of Agriculture and Food, 23(2): 63-76.  

Davidson, Debra J. and Richard C. Stedman. 2017. 

“Calling Forth the Change-Makers: Reflexivity The-

ory and Climate Change Attitudes and Behaviors.” 

Acta Sociologica, DOI: 0001699317693065.  

Drummond, Virginia and Emily Grubert. 2017. "Fault 

Lines: Seismicity and the Fracturing of Energy Nar-

ratives in Oklahoma." Energy Research and Social 

Science, 31: 128-136. DOI: 10.1016/

j.erss.2017.05.039.  

Egert, Philip and Barbara Allen. 2017. “Knowledge 

Justice: An Opportunity for Counter-Expertise in 

Security vs. Science Debates,” Science as Culture. 

DOI: 10.1080/09505431.2017.1339683.  
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Water Governance in Nicaragua.” Water, 9(655). 

http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/w9090655.  

Leifeld, Philip and Dana R. Fisher. 2017. “Membership 

Nominations in International Scientific Assess-

ments.”  Nature Climate Change.  

http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nclimate3392. 

Matthews, Ralph 2017. “Canada and the USA: Alter-

nate Realities?” The Sociological Quarterly, 58(3):  

1-10.   

Matthews, Ralph. 2017. “Reimagining the Sociological 

Imagination: Including the Brain and the Environ-

ment in our Understanding of Mind, Self and Socie-

ty.” Pp. 11-15 in Reading Sociology: Canadian Per-

spectives, edited by Patrizia Albanese, Lorne Tep-

perman and Emily Alexander. Toronto: Oxford Uni-

versity Press.  

Mayer, Adam. 2017. "Political Identity and Paradox in 

Oil and Gas Policy: A Study of Regulatory Exag-

geration in Colorado, US." Energy Policy 109:  

452-459. 

Mayer, Adam. 2017. "Will Democratization Save the 

Climate? An Entropy-Balanced, Random Slope 

Study." International Journal of Sociology 47(2):  

81-98.  

McKenzie, Marcia, Jada Renee Koushik, Randolph 

Haluza-DeLay, Belinda Chin, and Jason Corwin. 

2017. “Environmental Justice.” Pp. 59-67 in Urban 

Environmental Education Review. Edited by Alex 

Russ and Marianne Krasny. Ithaca, New York: 

Cornell University Press. 

McMillan Lequieu, Amanda. ““We Made the Choice to 

Stick It Out”: Negotiating a Stable Home in The 

Rural, American Rust Belt.” Journal of Ru-

ral Studies, 53: 202-213.  

Mookerjea, Sourayan & Manoj Misra. 2017. "Coal 

Power and the Sundarbans: Subaltern Resistance 

and Convergent Crises". Pp. 164-186 in Against 

Colonization and Rural Dispossession: Local Re-

sistance in South & East Asia, the Pacific and Afri-

ca, edited by Dip Kapoor. Zed Books.  
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Journal Articles and Book Chapters (cont’d) 

Fisher, Dana R., Dawn M. Dow, and Rashawn Ray. 

2017.  “Intersectionality takes it to the Streets: Mobi-

lizing across Diverse Interests for the Women’s 

March.”  Science Advances. http://

advances.sciencemag.org/content/3/9/eaao1390.full. 

Fisher-Maltese, Carley, Dana R. Fisher, and Rashawn 

Ray. 2017.  “Can Learning in Informal Settings Miti-

gate Disadvantage and Promote Urban Sustainabil-

ity? A Study of School Gardens in Washington, 

DC.”  International Review of Education. http://

dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11159-017-9663-0. 

Grubert, Emily and Whitney Skinner. 2017. "A Town Di-

vided: Community Values and Attitudes towards 

Coal Seam Gas Development in Gloucester, New 

South Wales." Energy Research and Social Science, 

30: 43-52. DOI: 10.1016/j.erss.2017.05.041.  

Harrison, Jill Lindsey. 2017. “’We Do Ecology, Not Soci-

ology’: Interactions among Bureaucrats and the Un-

dermining of Regulatory Agencies’ Environmental 

Justice Efforts.” Environmental Sociology, 3(3): 197-

212. 

Horne, C. and Emily Huddart Kennedy. 2017. "The Pow-

er of Social Norms for Reducing and Shifting Elec-

tricity Use." Energy Policy, 107:43-52. 

Kaup, Brent Z. and Paul K. Gellert. 2017. “Cycles of Re-

source Nationalism: Hegemonic Struggle and the 

Incorporation of Bolivia and Indonesia.” International 

Journal of Comparative Sociology, 58 (4): 275-303. 

Kennedy, E.H., Josée Johnston and John R. Parkins. 

Forthcoming. "Small-p Politics: How Pleasurable, 

Convivial, and Pragmatic Political Ideals Influence 

Engagement in Eat-Local Initiatives." British Journal 

of Sociology. DOI: 10.1111/1468-4446.12298/full. 

Lankao, Patricia Romero, Timon McPhearson, and 

Debra J. Davidson. 2017. “The Food, Energy and 

Water Nexus and Urban Complexity.” Nature Cli-

mate Change 7(4): 233-235. 

LaVanchy, G. Thomas, Sarah T. Romano, and Matthew 

J. Taylor. 2017. “Challenges to Water Security along 

the ‘Emerald Coast’: A Political Ecology of Local 

Environmental Sociology  
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Trivette, Shawn. 2017. "'Invoices on Scraps of Paper': 

Trust and Reciprocity in Local Food Systems." Ag-

riculture and Human Values, 34(3): 529-542. DOI: 

10.1007/s10460-016-9738-8.  

Yassin, Meklach, Randolph Haluza-DeLay, Mohamed 

Kadiri, Abdeltif El Ouahrani, Joaquin Molero 

Mesac, and Abderrahmane Merzouki. 2017. 

“Cannabis Cultivation Within a Religious Context: 

A Case Study of Ghomara in the Rif Mountains 

(Northern Morocco). Journal of Ethnicity in Sub-

stance Abuse.  

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/15332640.2017.1300972. 

 York, Richard and Stefano B. Longo. 2017. “Animals 

in the World: A Materialist Approach to Sociological 

Animal Studies.” Journal of Sociology, 53(1):  

32-46. 

York, Richard. 2017. “Environmental Consequences of 

Moral Disinhibition.” Socius: Sociological Research 

for a Dynamic World 3:  

DOI: 10.1177/2378023117719612. 

 

MEMBER NEWS 

Thomas Dietz 

Dr. Thomas Dietz, Michigan State University, has been 

reappointed to the US National Research Council 

Committee to Advise the Global Change Research 

Program (http://dels.nas.edu/Study-In-Progress/Advice

-Global-Change/DELS-BASC-11-01?

bname=basc). Dietz has served on the Committee 

since 2011. Congratulations to Dr. Thomas Dietz! 

TRANSITION 

Kevin Smiley (PhD Rice University, 2017) has ac-

cepted the position of Assistant Professor of Sociology 

at the University at Buffalo, SUNY.  

Jordan Besek (PhD University of Oregon, 2017) 

has accepted the position of Assistant Professor of 

Sociology at the University at Buffalo, SUNY. 

Lazarus Adua (PhD Ohio State), formerly of Univer-

sity of Northern Iowa and current editor of the section 

newsletter, has accepted the position of Assistant Pro-

fessor of Sociology at the University of Utah, Salt Lake 

City. 

Journal Articles and Book Chapters (cont’d) 

 Romano, Sarah T.  2017. “Transforming Participation in 

Water Governance: The Multisectoral Alliances of 

Rural Water Committees and NGOs in Nicaragua.” 

International Journal of Water Resources Develop-

ment.  

https://doi.org/10.1080/07900627.2017.1363722.  

 Romano, Sarah T. 2017. “Building Sustainable Water 

Governance from the Grassroots: ‘Organic Empow-

erment’ and Its Policy Implications in Nicaragua.” 

Society and Natural Resources, 30(4): 471-487. 

Sapinski, J. P.. 2017. “Corporate Climate Policy-

Planning in the Global Polity: A Network Analysis.” 

Critical Sociology. DOI: 

10.1177/0896920517725800. 

Sbicca, Joshua. 2017. “Resetting the Good Food Table: 

Labor and Food Justice Alliances in Los Angeles.” 

Pp. 107-132 in The New Food Activism: Opposition, 

Cooperation and Collective Action, edited by Alison 

Hope Alkon and Julie Guthman. Berkeley, CA: Uni-

versity of California Press. 

Schmitt, Michael, Lara Aknin, Jonn Axsen and Rachael 

Shwom. Forthcoming 2018. “Unpacking the Rela-

tionships between Pro-Environmental Behavior, Life 

Satisfaction, and Perceived Ecological Threat.” Eco-

logical Economics, 143:130-140. 

Scoville, Caleb. 2017. “‘We Need Social Scientists!’ The 

Allure and Assumptions of Economistic Optimization 

in Applied Environmental Science.” Science as Cul-

ture 26 (4). Advance Online Publication: https://

doi.org/10.1080/09505431.2017.1354846. 

Shwom, Rachael, Aaaron McCright, Cindy Isenhour, 

Rebecca Jordan and Jennifer M. Robinson. 2017 

“Enhancing Climate Science Literacy through the 

Social Sciences” Frontiers in Ecology and Environ-

ment 15:7:377-384 doi:10.1002/fee.1519. 

Tesluk, Jordan, Judy Illes, and Ralph Matthews. 2017. 

“First Nations and Environmental Neuroeth-

ics: Perspectives on Brain Health in a World of 

Change.” Pp. 455-473 in Neuroethics: Anticipating 

the Future, edited by J. Illes. New York: Oxford Uni-

versity Press.  
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