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A MESSAGE FROM ASA ETS SECTION CHAIR 

Hello, I hope your Fall Semester is off to a great 
start. It was wonderful to see so many of you at the 
annual meetings in Seattle. It was an honor to or-
ganize our section’s panels 
and roundtables. You all do 
such incredible and im-
portant research. I’d like to 
thank Stephanie Malin 
(Section Treasurer), who 
worked behind the scenes 
to make our section recep-
tion such a success, and 
Brian Mayer (Section Sec-
retary) for keeping us all on 
task! I’d also like to thank 
Kenneth Gould for his 
great leadership as chair 
this past year as well as all 
the hard work that our cur-
rent and former council members have done and 
are continuing to do. 
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Message from ETS Chair (cont’d) 
 

     I’d also like to offer a sincere thanks to Jordan 

Fox Besek and Jennifer Reed, who organized the sec-

tion’s first mentoring program this year, which matched 

graduate students with faculty mentors from other insti-

tutions. The mentoring program was a great success 

and will hopefully become one of our section’s annual 

activities.  

  Our community is vibrant and the work being 

done by section members is making significant contri-

butions to our field as well as the discipline more 

broadly. We have a strong sense of collegiality, and I 

believe many other ASA sections are envious of how 

supportive and welcoming we tend to be of one anoth-

er. I’m especially excited about all of the work being 

done by student members. With all of you, the future of 

environmental sociology is very bright! 

  I’d like to take this opportunity to briefly update 

you on a few section-related activities and topics. 

  First, Joshua Sbicca (Teaching and Outreach 

Committee Chair) has been working with student sec-

tion member Nathan Lindstedt on a major overhaul of 

our section’s webpage. Nathan is incredibly skilled with 

web design (Joshua is very skilled as well!), and we 

are so grateful for their efforts. You will be hearing 

more about this from Joshua and Nathan as things pro-

gress. 

  Second, with the great support of council, I am 

working closely with a group of section members 

(including current and former council members) to form 

a new section committee on diversity and inclusion. 

While our section membership and leadership have 

become more diverse in recent years, especially in 

terms of gender diversity and diversity in the work be-

ing done and the methods being used, our section still 

lacks racial and ethnic diversity. This critically important 

issue has been raised by many section members, in-

cluding multiple section members that contacted me 

after the Seattle meetings, and it is my hope that we 

can work in creative and productive ways to make our 

section more welcoming to Scholars of Color. Within 

the next month you will hear much more about this new 

committee and what some of the initial plans will be. If 

any of you are interested in being a part of such efforts, 

please contact me. 

  Third, I want to explore additional ways in which 

we as a community can recognize the contributions 

that many of you make to broader multidisciplinary are-

as of research and scholarship on various socioenvi-

ronmental relationships. I have some tentative ideas 

about this that I hope to share with you all very soon. 

  Fourth, I want to encourage you all to use the 

listserv more often to promote your work and the work 

being done by other environmental sociologists. If any-

one is uncomfortable with sending out an email to the 

section about a new publication (etc.), please feel free 

to contact me and I’ll happily do it for you. This is such 

a great way to keep each other updated on all the ex-

cellent work being done by section members.  

  In closing, I look forward to serving as Section 

Chair this year. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if 

you have ideas or suggestions for things I and the 

council members can do to further improve and en-

hance our section. 

  I wish you all the very best as autumn turns to 

winter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Andrew Jorgenson 

Chair, Section on Environment and Technology 

Professor of Sociology and Environmental Studies, 

Boston College 

email: jorgenan@bc.edu  

 

FEATURE ESSAY 

 

Getting Toward Climate Justice in the Classroom 

 John Foran,  

University of California, Santa Barbara 

“Climate justice” has many definitions.  My teaching 

and scholarship center around enabling meaningful 

action and empowerment vis-à-vis the looming catas-

trophe of climate change, including fighting for the 

most progressive possible global climate treaty, build-

ing the strongest possible global climate/social justice 

movements, and through both of these channels, con-

tributing to the creation of a low-carbon, sustainable, 

equitable, and deeply democratic future.  I believe that 

if we are to inhabit a livable world in coming years, the 

climate justice movement must become the biggest 

social movement the world has ever seen. Enabling   

Continued on page 3 
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Climate Justice in the Classroom (cont’d) 

and nurturing our students’ engagement with the exis-

tential challenge and “wicked” problem of climate 

change should be a paramount goal of our work – it is 

in their hands we are placing the future of the planet. 

  Teachers are not born.  We learn to teach.  This 

is the story of how I learned to teach.  I’ve taught at the 

University of California, Santa Barbara since 1989 and 

in that time gone from a newly minted Ph.D. to the top 

of the professor scale.  It took me about five years to 

learn that the lecture was not the best way to teach, 

and it’s taken over twenty more years of continuous 

practice and reflection to do my best teaching, with 

hopefully more and better to come.  From that early 

eureka moment it was but a short step to making my 

classes primarily interactive, starting with putting my 

neatly written lectures into the course reader where 

students could really take their time with them and free-

ing up all that class time for more meaningful discus-

sions of many kinds. 

  This came about because I had the opportunity 

to be involved with a Pew Faculty Teaching project on 

the case method of learning at Harvard in 1994, and 

soon was working this innovative pedagogy into my 

classes, which have grown in recent years to average 

80-150 students in size.  The case method is a student

-centered, highly interactive pedagogy which changes 

the classroom process into a collective search for an 

analysis and/or solution to a specific problem based on 

a “case” – a text that provides information about a situ-

ation, without analyzing it.  The job of the students, with 

the professor, is to fashion solutions to the problem 

through a process of dialogue.  The goals of the meth-

od include the development of critical thinking skills, 

learning through decision making and role playing situ-

ations, developing confidence in defining, confronting, 

analyzing, and solving problems through interactive 

discussions, and exercising and developing skills in 

public speaking and group problem solving.  

  I believe the case method can play a construc-

tive role in creating a more democratic culture, in which 

citizens are prepared to consider and debate various 

alternatives to their problems.  I have tried to nurture 

and develop this pedagogy by introducing it into the 

social sciences.  In the late 1990s, ten graduate stu-

dents and I wrote cases for classroom use, posted for  

general use on a website at UCSB, http://

www.soc.ucsb.edu/projects/casemethod/.  One of my 

projects for the next couple of years is to do a website 

of cases on climate and environmental justice [ETS 

section members, take note, and please contact me if 

you are interested!]. 

   Learning is also about doing.  So my students in 

Sociology 108G:  Methods and Research in Global and 

International Sociology, learn methods and apply them 

in group projects on topics they choose (in which envi-

ronment, social movements, and inequality are the 

three broad areas to choose from).  These research 

papers often run to 50 pages and involve formal fifteen

-minute group presentations in the last two weeks of 

class, just like at an academic association meeting.  

These projects are uniformly exciting and give the stu-

dents a capstone experience of doing sociology.  They 

learn how to effectively present their work (and they do 

so creatively and with all the technology at their dis-

posal) to an audience.  And they see the value of col-

laborative work when the results are exponentially bet-

ter than anyone could have achieved on their own.  

Those who start out dreading group projects typically 

come around to valuing them, and all take this experi-

ence out with them into the world after UCSB.  

   Learning is not about taking tests.  I’ve never 

used a bluebook, a multiple choice test, or a short an-

swer quiz. All my students’ papers (there are always at 

least 15-20 pages of writing in my classes, of various 

kinds) are written at home, with all materials available, 

and brightly polished before handing in.  Well-written, 

original arguments, solidly documented, are the norm.  

Students usually have a choice of assignments, and 

can schedule much of their own writing over the course 

of a quarter.  This empowers them to take charge of 

their evaluation process, and it yields much better pa-

pers for my TAs and me to read and offer our com-

ments, including writing corrections and advice for im-

provement on their next paper.  

   In sociology, the subject matter is the world.  

Tongue only partly in cheek, my students are treated to 

this definition of sociology on the first day of class:  

“Sociology is … the study of everything!”  So we study 

big issues and raise hard questions:  how are societies 

structured, and how do they change?  Can revolutions 

and other movements for radical social change  

Continued on page 4  
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Climate Justice in the Classroom (cont’d) 

transform the world for the better?  Are there ways for 

a poor country to provide for its citizens to the living 

standards of a rich country? (the answer is yes).  What 

would a binding, just, and ambitious global climate 

treaty look like, and how could it be negotiated at a 

U.N. climate summit?  What should the diverse move-

ments and organizations in the climate justice move-

ment do in order to be more effective, on local, nation-

al, and global scales?  What kind of world would you 

like to live in in 2050, and how would we get there? 

  Two collaborative and rather intensive tech-

niques for getting at these questions include role play 

and the art form known as pechakucha.  The most ex-

tensive role-play I have done is in my course, “Earth in 

Crisis,” where students play out the attempt to negoti-

ate a global climate treaty.  For the past four fall terms, 

we have devoted two full weeks to this (the same 

length of time a UN climate summit lasts), with teams 

of three playing key countries in the negotiations or 

social movement/civil society groups who attend as 

observers and sometimes trouble-makers.  While the 

countries engage in detailed negotiations, the civil soci-

ety groups plan demonstrations and other actions de-

signed to bring pressure on the negotiators.  Things get 

even more interesting when in the two weeks after we 

finish, I attend the actual summit we have been role-

playing, and Skype back with the class about what is 

happening there.  Students can then compare their ef-

fort with the actual outcome in a final paper.  Guess 

whose negotiations always seem to turn out better? 

  The pecha kucha [http://www.pechakucha.org/] 

is a story-telling art form in which the narrator gets to 

show twenty slides for twenty seconds each while tell-

ing the story.  This past spring I used it in place of the 

role play, assigning groups of five students to develop 

a pecha kucha on themes relevant to the two classes – 

“Climate Justice” and “The World in 2050:  Sustainable 

Development and Its Alternatives.”  We devoted the 

last two weeks of each class to these presentations, 

which could either be made live or presented as a vid-

eo.  To help the students understand both what the 

genre was and to give them an idea of how to do this in 

a masterful way, I showed them the pecha kucha, “Not 

Yet the End of the World,” made by former TA and now 

postdoc, Summer Gray, which I recommend to anyone 

interested in this story telling format:   

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A8dTFgRAjGA 
In all of my academic and community work and interac-

tions I aim to nurture and contribute to an authentic 

culture of inclusivity that seeks and prizes diversity of 

experience, belief, and thought.  For me, teaching and 

learning are a never-ending, ever challenging, journey 

of discovery – of the world and of ourselves – usually 

enjoyable, often emotional, full of hope and humor, and 

sometimes, tears, but always a joint creation. 

May your own teaching and other adventures 

bend the arc of social justice toward the world we 

dream of … 

  *   *   * 

Please feel free to follow up on anything men-
tioned here that you are interested in knowing more 
about or anything you’d like to share with me by e-
mailing John Foran at foran@soc.ucsb.edu  

Additional Note: The Climate Justice Project 

Launched in August 2013, this began as a 
group of eight UCSB-affiliated individuals, including 
three undergraduates and two graduate students.  
Seven of us attended the UN climate talks in Warsaw, 
Poland, in 2013, leading to an e-book, co-edited by 
Corrie Ellis, Summer Gray, and myself, that was 
launched with a press conference at COP 20 in Lima in 
December 2014:  At the COP:  Global Climate Justice 
Youth Speak Out [https://
climatejusticeproject.files.wordpress.com/2014/12/
foran-ellis-and-gray-2014-at-the-cop.pdf].   

A team of eight made it to the COP 21 in Paris.  
Our recent writing can be found at a new website we 
are in the process of constructing:  http://
www.climatejusticeproject.org/mission/  

 
SECTION NEWS 

ETS Section Distinguish Scholars at SESYNC 

In January 2016, five Environment and Technology 

Section members (pictured below) were invited as Dis-

tinguished Scholars to participate in the National Sci-

ence Foundation Socio-Environmental Synthesis Cen-

ter (SESYNC) Immersion Workshop for sociology. The 

Distinguished Scholars—Riley Dunlap, Dana Fisher, 

Andrew Jorgenson, Lori Peek, and Tom Rudel—met at 

the SESYNC offices at the University of Maryland to  

Continued on page 5 

Environment, Technology & Society  

http://www.pechakucha.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A8dTFgRAjGA
mailto:foran@soc.ucsb.edu
https://climatejusticeproject.files.wordpress.com/2014/12/foran-ellis-and-gray-2014-at-the-cop.pdf
https://climatejusticeproject.files.wordpress.com/2014/12/foran-ellis-and-gray-2014-at-the-cop.pdf
https://climatejusticeproject.files.wordpress.com/2014/12/foran-ellis-and-gray-2014-at-the-cop.pdf
http://www.climatejusticeproject.org/mission/
http://www.climatejusticeproject.org/mission/


5 

ETS Distinguished Scholars at SESYNC (cont’d) 

present to and interact with about two dozen post-

doctoral scholars from different disciplines and from 

across the United States. They offered presentations 

on theories and methods used in sociology to study 

socio-environmental questions and systems. Over the 

course of the first two days, each scholar presented 

two lectures on their area of expertise, and participants 

were given time to reflect upon and further discuss the 

content of the presentations in small group discussions 

and informal conversation during the second half of the 

workshop. Scholars focused their presentations on 

several approaches and methodologies used in envi-

ronmental sociology, and specific applications in their 

own work, and situated this knowledge within the 

broader field of sociology.  

SESYNC Distinguished Sociology Immersion Scholars: L-R –- Lori Peek, Andrew 

Jorgenson, Riley Dunlap, Tom Rudel, and Dana Fisher  

  Dr. Lori Peek, Associate Professor of Sociology 

at Colorado State University began the presentation by 

providing an overview of the focus, history, and ap-

proach of sociological inquiry. On the second day of 

the workshop, her presentation focused on sociological 

theories of disaster and vulnerability. Dr. Tom Rudel, 

Distinguished Professor of Sociology and Human Ecol-

ogy at Rutgers University lectured on classical socio-

logical theorists, Marx, Weber, and Durkheim. In his 

next presentation, he discussed two examples of the 

use of spatial methods to understand difference and 

stratification in human impacts on the landscape. Dr. 

Andrew Jorgenson, Professor of Sociology and Envi-

ronmental Studies at Boston College [and current Chair 

of the ASA ETS Section] followed with a discussion of   

methodological tools used in sociological research. His 

second presentation focused on comparative interna-

tional work that looks at patterns in environmental 

change, development, and globalization. Next, the 

workshop participants heard from Dr. Riley Dunlap, 

Regents Professor of Sociology at Oklahoma State 

University, who presented the history and early devel-

opment of environmental sociology. In his second lec-

ture, he expanded this discussion by offering a sum-

mary of the attitudes and beliefs on behaviors that re-

flect environmental concern. Dr. Dana Fisher, Profes-

sor of Sociology at the University of Maryland provided 

an overview of the conceptual and methodological ap-

proaches used by sociologists to study civil society and 

social movements. She also presented on theoretical 

distinction between environmental sociology and the 

environmental state. And finally, a collaborative 

presentation on contemporary sociological theory was 

led by Dr. Simone Pulver, Associate Professor of Envi-

ronmental Studies at UC Santa Barbara and a 

SESYNC program leader, and her co-presenters, Dr. 

Lori Peek, Dr. Dana Fisher, Dr. Andrew Jorgenson, 

and Dr. Kristal Jones, a SESYNC research scientist. 

Dr. Heather Randell, who received her PhD in sociolo-

gy from Brown University and is currently a postdoctor-

al fellow at SESYNC, and Anya Galli, a Ph.D. candi-

date in the Department of Sociology Program on Soci-

ety and the Environment at the University of Maryland, 

were participants in the Immersion Program. They con-

tributed as well their perspectives and knowledge as 

sociologists working on issues ranging from the impact 

of environmental change on human migration and 

household wellbeing to civil society engagement with 

climate and environmental movements and organiza-

tions.  

  An edited video recording of each lecture, along 

with a written summary of the lecture contents, an as-

sociated reading list, and the scholar’s slides is availa-

ble at: http://www.sesync.org/events-announcements/

immersion-sociology.   

  The image on page 6 includes the sociologists at 

January 2016 SESYNC.  

    

 

Continued on page 6 
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ETS Distinguished Scholars at SESYNC (cont’d), 

Image 

Sociologists at SESYNC: L-R –-Dana Fisher, Lori Peek, Andrew Jorgenson, Kristal 
Jones, Riley Dunlap, Heather Randell, Anya Galli, Tom Rudel, and Simone Pulver  

 

CALLS 

Environmental Sociology Special Issue 

Find below a call for proposals for a special issue of 

Environmental Sociology, which will be guest edited by 

Stephanie A. Malin, Ph.D and Stacia S. Ryder, MA 

both of Colorado State University.  

Background 

Environmental sociologists have found that environ-

mental risks are inequitably distributed within and be-

tween communities in the U.S. and internationally, 

where locally-undesirable land uses (LULUs) 

(Freudenburg 1993) concentrate among under-served 

and marginalized populations (see Bell and York 2010; 

Brown 2007; Mohai, Roberts, and Pellow 2009; Pellow 

2001, 2002, 2012).  Environmental Justice (EJ) schol-

ars analyze the ways in which social inequalities link 

with environmental inequalities (Brulle and Pellow 

2006; Bullard 1994, 2005), and pay increasing atten-

tion to dynamics like procedural equity in processes 

such as land use decision-making (Lake 1996; Sze and 

London 2008; Malin 2015).  Scholars define EJ in a few 

ways, including: feeling safe “where we live, work, and 

play” (Taylor 2000); the equitable distribution of envi-

ronmental benefits, risks, and hazards across society 

(Bullard 1994; Lake 1996; Schlosberg 2004); or even 

the rebuilding of our political-economic system to dras-

tically reduce environmental ‘bads’ throughout society 

(Faber 2008).  

  EJ scholars have long articulated that environ-

mental inequalities result from complex causal webs, 

experienced in multiple ways from various social posi-

tions. Access to environmental goods – and exposure 

to environmental bads – can often be affected by an 

array of social variables, including race/ethnicity, gen-

der, socio-economic class, age, nationality, geographic 

location, legal status, and structural political-economic 

contexts. In other words, instances of environmental 

injustice and people’s daily experiences with them are 

likely shaped and structured by multiple intersecting 

variables.  

  While recent work has examined EJ’s relation-

ships to long-term processes such as land use deci-

sion-making (Sze and London 2008; Malin 2015) and 

more rigorous attempts to represent multiple notions of 

EJ (Schlosberg 2013; Harrison 2014), the field would 

benefit from more systematic theory-building. Further, 

while EJ research and researchers now include a wid-

er variety of international perspectives, even more 

space should be created for analyses from the Global 

South and Indigenous communities. We propose that 

intersectionality may provide the tools to strengthen 

and create more space for these areas of EJ research 

– while recognizing the need to interrogate the very 

utility of intersectionality in this context. This Special 

Issue provides the long-overdue space for such an ex-

ploration.  

  Indeed, intersectionality may provide a useful 

frame through which to analyze EJ communities, activ-

ism, and various global iterations of environmental in-

justice, experienced through multiple social variables 

across time. But even this remains to be seen. There 

are internal contradictions to the theoretical application 

of intersectionality, which calls for scholars to recog-

nize diversity while simultaneously utilizing homoge-

nous categories to draw generalized conclusions about 

experiences of oppression. The robust application of 

intersectionality to EJ research thus depends on a criti-

cal evaluation – both theoretically and practically – of 

the utility of intersectionality to analyze and advance 

EJ research. 

Details  

We suggest that innovative applications of intersection-

ality may provide promising toolkits to advance the  

Continued on page 7 
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Environmental Sociology Special Issue (cont’d) 

field of EJ research, adding analytical robustness that 

until now has been lacking.  Of course, a few important 

exceptions exist, including Krauss’ work (1993), where 

she examines various ways in which intersecting social 

identities affect women’s EJ activism.  Yet, more sys-

tematic connections are needed. The field requires 

richer and more varied applications of intersectionality 

to determine its utility in EJ contexts, especially as-

sessing its effectiveness and flexibility across geo-

graphical and social spaces.  A critical question be-

comes: Are concepts of intersectionality themselves 

rigorous enough, clear enough, to be given this large 

theoretical responsibility, specifically in EJ research? If 

so, what do they begin to show us about layers of envi-

ronmental injustice in marginalized spaces? Or about 

environmental injustices emerging in surprising ways?  

  Intersectional theorists frequently argue that 

“interlocking structures of oppression” work simultane-

ously and impact people differently based on several 

facets of their identity, most notably race, gender, and 

class (Collins 1993 p. 26, Crenshaw 2006). Geographic 

positionality is an additional imperative factor in evalu-

ating spatial inequalities, or the unequal distribution of 

the costs and benefits of the relationship between soci-

ety and the environment. On global, national, and local 

levels, resource access, allocation, dialogue, manage-

ment, ownership, and control have historically been 

dominated by a relatively narrow segment of society 

possessing the desired suite of social identifiers: white, 

wealthy, heteronormative men from the urban Global 

North. Furthermore, this is often at the expense of oth-

ers. EJ scholars have shown us how environmental 

hazards are habitually pushed to society’s margins, 

affecting the most vulnerable people and communities 

‘first and worst’. Yet, these two deeply connected ob-

servations have yet to be systematically linked or theo-

retically tested by social scientists. Consequently, there 

is much more to critically analyze at the convergence 

of multiple forms of identity, lived experiences, inter-

secting structures of oppression, and subjugated 

knowledge in the context of environmental injustice.  

  To build and advance intersectionality and theo-

ries of EJ, we propose a Special Issue that examines 

intersectional approaches to environmental justice —

that is, an issue dedicated to developing theoretical 

and empirical tools to measure the extent to which   

‘interlocking systems of oppression’ shape EJ experi-

ences. We aim for this special issue to present varied 

perspectives of the multiple ways people experience 

environmental injustice – from the Global South, from 

rural communities, from sacrifice zones, and from other 

marginalized and invisible spaces and social positions. 

We want authors to explore how environmental ine-

quality manifests across and within stratified popula-

tions, across continents, nations, states, cities, cul-

tures, times, and intersecting identities across social 

scales.  

  This issue aims to address the lack of intersec-

tional approaches to EJ, while simultaneously creating 

space for a critical appraisal of intersectionality’s utility 

in this context. Manuscripts may focus on: 1) critical 

analyses of applying intersectional theory or methodol-

ogy to EJ issues and cases; 2) analyses of intersecting 

“systems of oppression” and their relationships to em-

pirical environmental injustices in the following con-

texts: natural or technological disaster; sustainable de-

velopment programs; extraction; energy development; 

agriculture; waste storage; industrial production; or en-

vironmental governance; OR 3) intersecting forms of 

structural inequality, such as community-level natural 

resource dependence, that may create or exacerbate 

environmental injustice in relation to long-term land 

use decisions.   

  For example, you may want to analyze the multi-

ple forms of marginalization related to extractive indus-

tries like mining. Often, these extractive industries are 

located in rural, persistently poor communities that are 

constrained to continue pursuing ‘boom-bust’ prone 

economic development strategies. Individual-level 

traits like race, class, and gender further shape and 

refine the micro-level experiences of environmental 

injustices in extractive communities.  Yet the EJ impli-

cations remain under-analyzed, as do advancements 

in EJ theory and application of intersectionality. 

Submission Dates 

Open call deadline:  October 21 
Decisions sent to authors: November 4 
Full papers due & submitted to Environmental Sociolo-
gy:  February 1 2017 
R1s due to Environmental Sociology:  June 2017 
R2s due to Environmental Sociology:  October 2017 
Publication Date:   First half of 2018 
 

  Continued on page 8 
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Environmental Sociology Special Issue (cont’d) 

Submissions and Questions 

All submissions and questions should be directed to 

Stephanie.Malin@colostate.edu and Sta-

cia.S.Ryder@gmail.com 

 

Society & Natural Resources Call for Nomina-

tions:  2016 Outstanding Article Award  

Society & Natural Resources is pleased to call for nom-

inations for the 2nd annual Rabel J. Burdge and Don-

ald R. Field Outstanding Article Award, for best general 

research article published in Volume 29 (2016) of the 

journal. The author(s) of the award-winning article will 

receive a US $500 cash prize, sponsored by the jour-

nal’s publisher, Taylor & Francis, and will be recog-

nized at the 2017 International Symposium on Society 

and Resource Management (ISSRM) in Umeå, Swe-

den; and through the journal and related websites.  

Criteria: The award will be presented to the author(s) of 

a general research article published in Volume 29 

(2016) of Society & Natural Resources that, in the 

judgement of the selection committee, makes an out-

standing contribution to the advancement of scholar-

ship on society and natural resources. Selection criteria 

include:  

 Innovative and interesting topic  

 Meaningful contribution to the study of society and 

natural resources 

 Engagement with prior scholarship  

 Quality of conceptual development 

 Solid, well-articulated methodology and effective 

use of evidence, as applicable 

 Coherent and persuasive argument 

 Clarity and general excellence in writing 

Preference will be given to an article that promises to 

be influential over time.  

Nominations:  The selection committee will consider all 

general research articles published in Volume 29 

(2016) of the journal. Independent nominations from 

the same pool of eligible articles are welcome and en-

couraged. To nominate an article, please send a letter 

to SNR@colostate.edu including the article’s full cita-

tion, a brief explanation of why, in your view, the article 

represents an outstanding contribution to scholarship 

on society and natural resources, and why you  

you expect it to be influential over time.  

Deadline: Letters of nomination must be received by 

November 15, 2016. 

PUBLICATIONS 

Books 

Strangers in their Own Land: Anger and Mourning 

on the American Right.  

Arlie Russell Hochschild  

(The New Press, 2016)  http://thenewpress.com/books/

strangers-their-own-land) 

Strangers in Their Own Land de-

scribes how it could be that Louisi-

ana --- one of the most polluted 

states in the nation, the site of the 

PB oil spill, a coastal state highly 

subject to global warming-linked 

storm— could be planning to vote 

Trump who plans to abolish the 

EPA. 

Arlie Russell Hochschild is Pro-

fessor Emerita, Sociology at the University of Califor-

nia, Berkley. She is the author of nine books, three of 

which have been named as New York Times Notable 

Books of the Year and her work appears in sixteen lan-

guages.   

 

Disasters, Risks and Revelation: Making Sense of 

Our Times  

Steve Matthewman 

(Palgrave MacMillan Press, 2015) http://

www.palgrave.com/gp/book/9781137294258  

We live in disastrous times, where disasters are in-

creasing in frequency, scale, cost and severity. They 

are part of the modern condition, a source of physical 

anxiety and of existential angst. Paradoxically, at the 

height of their necessity, disaster scholars find them-

selves on the intellectual periphery. In particular, they 

cite a lack of adequate theory for their marginality. This 

book seeks to address this, bringing together disaster 

research and social theory to offer a critical  

Continued on page 9 
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Disasters, Risks and Revelation (cont’d) 

examination of disasters, their causes, consequences 
and future avoidance. Matthewman gives particular 
emphasis to those novel forms 
of risk that arise from unprece-
dented levels of interconnectivi-
ty and the complexity of our 
socio-technical arrangements. 
There is a long-held notion in 
social theory that life only re-
veals itself in moments of rup-
ture. This book argues that dis-
asters reveal three things: who 
we are, what is wrong with our 
systems, and what we can do 
about this. 

 
Steve Matthewman is Associate Professor of Soci-

ology, Department of Sociology, University of Auck-

land, New Zealand. He is an established writer and co-

editor, and has over 12 years' experience teaching in-

troductory level sociology courses across various insti-

tutions in New Zealand. 

 

Journal Articles and Book Chapters 

 Adeola, F.O., and J.S. Picou. 2016. "Hurricane Katrina

-linked environmental injustice: Race, class and 

place differentials in attitudes." Disasters, 41(2). 

DOI: 10.1111/disa.12204 

Alvarez, Camila H. 2016. "Militarization and Water: A 

Cross-national analysis of militarism and freshwater 

withdrawals." Environmental Sociology. 

DOI: 23251042.2016.1201879. 

Ard, Kerry. 2016. “By All Measures: An Examination of 

the Relationship between Segregation and Health 

Risk from Air Pollution.” Population and Environ-

ment 38(1):1-20. 10.1007/s11111-015-0251-6. 

Ard, K. and Fairbrother, M. 2016. "Pollution Prophylax-

is? Social Capital and Environmental Inequality." 

Social Science Quarterly. doi:10.1111/ssqu.12324. 

Ard, Kerry. 2015. “Trends in Exposure to Industrial Air 

Toxins for Different Racial and Socioeconomic 

Groups: A Spatial and Temporal Examination of 

Environmental Inequality in the U.S. from 1995 to 

2004.” Social Science Research 53:375–

90. 10.1016/j.ssresearch.2015.06.019. 

Boudet, Hilary S. 2016. An “insiteful” comparison: Con-

tentious politics in liquefied natural gas facility siting 

in the US.” MIT Projections, 11: 47-76.  

Boudet, Hilary S., Dylan Bugden, Chad Zanocco and 

Edward Maibach. 2016. “The effect of industry ac-

tivity on public support for ‘fracking’.” Environmen-

tal Politics, 25(4): 593-612. DOI: 

10.1080/09644016.2016.1153771.  

Boudet, Hilary S., June Flora and K. Carrie Armel. 

2016. “Clustering household energy-saving behav-

iors by behavioral attribute.” Energy Policy 92: 444-

454. DOI: 10.1016/j.enpol.2016.02.033. 

Boudet, Hilary S., N. M. Ardoin, J. Flora, K.C. Armel, 

M. Desai and T.N. Robinson. 2016. “Effects of a 

behavior change intervention for Girl Scouts on 

child and parent energy-saving behaviors.” Nature 

Energy,1: 1-10. DOI: 10.1038/nenergy.2016.91.  

Carter, Angie, Betty Wells, Jessica Soulis, and Ashley 

Hand. 2016. “Building Power Through Community: 

Women Creating and Theorizing Change ” Pp.225-

239 in Women in Agriculture Worldwide: Key Is-

sues and Practical Approaches, edited by Amber J. 

Fletcher and Wendee Kubik. Routledge. Available 

at: https://www.routledge.com/Women-in-

Agriculture-Worldwide-Key-issues-and-practical-

approaches/Fletcher-Kubik/p/book/9781472473080 

Clark, Chris, D. Bugden, P.S. Hart, R.C. Stedman, J. 

B. Jacquet, D.T.N. Evensen and H.S. Boudet. 

2016. How geographic distance and political ideol-

ogy interact to influence public perception of un-

conventional oil/natural gas development.” Energy 

Policy, 97: 301-309. DOI: 10.1016/

j.enpol.2016.07.032 

Cohen, Daniel Aldana, David Wachsmuth and Hillary 

Angelo “Expand the frontiers of urban sustainabil-

ity”. Nature, 536:7618, 391-393. 

DOI: 10.1038/536391a. 

Cohen, Daniel Aldana. 2016. “Petro Gotham, People’s 

Gotham.” Pp. 47–54 in Nonstop metropolis: A New 

York City atlas, edited by R. Solnit and J. Jelly-

Shapiro. Berkeley: University of California Press. 

http://www.ucpress.edu/book.php?

isbn=9780520285958 

Dentzman, K., Ryan Gunderson, and Raymond A. Jus-

saume .2016. Techno-optimism as a Barrier to 

Overcoming Herbicide Resistance: Comparing 

farmer perceptions of the future potential of herbi-

cides by state. Journal of Rural Studies, 48: 22-32. 

DOI: 10.1016/j/jrurstud.2016.09.006. 

 Continued  on page 10 
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Dunlap, Riley E. 2016. “Tribute to William R. Catton, 

Jr.” New Zealand Sociology, 31:236-238. 

Dunlap, Riley E., Aaron M. McCright and Jerrod 

Yarosh. 2016. “The political divide on climate 

change: Partisan polarization widens in the 

U.S.”  Environment, 58:4-22. 

Flagg, Julia A. and Diane C. Bates. 2016. “Recycling 

as a result of “cultural greening”?” International 

Journal of Sustainability in Higher Education, 17 

(4): 489-505. 

Gill, D.A., L.A. Ritchie and J.S. Picou. 2016. “Litigation 

and settlement following the Exxon Valdez and BP 

Deepwater Horizon oil spills: When the disaster is a 

crime” in Crime and Criminal Justice in Disaster 

(Third Edition), edited by D.W. Harper and K. Frail-

ing.  Durham, NC: Carolina Academic Press. 

Golden Kroner, Rachel, Roopa Krithivasan, and Mi-

chael B. Mascia. 2016. "Effects of protected area 

downsizing on habitat fragmentation in Yosemite 

National Park (USA),1864 - 2014." Ecology and 

Society, 21(3):22. DOI: 10.5751/ES-08679-210322. 

Gunderson, Ryan, Diana Stuart, and Brian Petersen. 

2016. “Factory farming: Impacts and potential solu-

tions.” Pp. 27-37 in Agenda for social justice: Solu-

tions for 2016, edited by Glenn Muschert, Brian 

Klocke, Robert Perrucci, and John Shefner. Chica-

go: Policy Press. 

Judge, Matthew, Phil Brown, Julia Brody, Ruthann Ru-

del, and Serena Ryan. 2016 “The exposure experi-

ence: Participant responses to a biomonitoring 

study of perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA).” Journal of 

Health and Social Behavior, 57(3) 333–350. DOI: 

10.1177/0022146516661595. 

McDonald-Harker, Caroline. 2016. “The river is not the 

same Anymore”:  Environmental risk and uncertain-

ty in the aftermath of the High River, Alberta, flood." 

Social Currents. DOI: 10.1177/2329496516669351. 

Pack, Shalynn, MN Ferreira, R Krithivasan, J Murrow, 

E Bernard, and MB Mascia. 2016. "Protected area 

downgrading, downsizing, and degazettement 

(PADDD) in the Amazon." Biological Conservation, 

197: 32-9. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/

j.biocon.2016.02.004. 

Ramirez-Andreotta, Monica, Julia Green Brody, Nathan 

Lothrop, Miranda Loh, Paloma I. Beamer, and Phil 

Brown. 2016. “Improving environmental health liter-

acy and justice through environmental exposure  

 results communication.” International Journal of 

Environmental Research and Public Health, 13(7). 

DOI: 10.3390/ijerph13070690.  

Sbicca, Joshua and Justin Sean Myers. 2016. “Food 

justice racial projects: Fighting racial neoliberalism 

from the Bay to the Big Apple.” Environmental So-

ciology.  DOI:10.1080/23251042.2016.1227229. 

Zarate, Oscar, Julia Green Brody, Phil Brown, Monica 

Ramirez-Andreotta, Laura Perovich, and Jacob 

Matz. 2016. “Balancing benefits and risks of im-

mortal data:  Participants’ views of open consent in 

the personal genome project.” Hastings Center 

Report, 46:1-10.  

 

 

MEMBER NEWS 

Lori Peek  

Dr. Lori Peek has been appointed as the new Director 

of the Natural Hazards Cen-

ter at the University of Colo-

rado Boulder. Here is a link 

to the announcement: 

https://

hazards.colorado.edu/

article/our-next-director-lori-

peek-chosen-to-lead-natural

-hazards-center 

Many congratulations to Dr. Lori Peek! 

 

 

Riley E. Dunlap, Aaron M. McCright & Jerrod H. 
Yarosh 

A study authored by Dr. Riley E. Dunlap, Dr. Aaron M. 

McCright & Dr. Jerrod H. Yarosh (2016) has been cited  

in a feature essay published in the The Guardian 

newspaper. This further highlights the continuing public 

influence of research conducted by ASA ETS mem-

bers. 

Many Congratulations Dr. Riley E. Dunlap, Dr. Aaron 
M. McCright & Dr. Jerrod H. Yarosh! 

Environment, Technology & Society  
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PRESERVING THE MOMENTS: ETS ANNUAL  
CONFERENCE IMAGES 

ETS 40th Anniversary Cake from the Section Recep-
tion in Seattle 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bob 

Brulle receiving the Fred Buttel Distinguished Contribution 
Award with Ken Gould. L-R: Robert Brulle and Kenneth Gould  

Congratulations, Dr. Robert Brulle! 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Kevin Smiley receiving the Marvin E. Olsen Student Paper 
Award from Stephanie Malin and Ken Gould for his study titled, 
“Race and Air Quality in Urban America: How Metropolitan Con-
texts Condition Environmental Risk” . L-R: Kevin Smiley, Steph-
anie Malin (ETS Treasurer), and Kenneth Gould (Past-Chair of 
ETS) 

Congratulations, Kevin Smiley! 
 

Liam Downey, Bob Brulle and Riley Dunlap receiving the Allan 
Schnaiberg Outstanding Publication Award with Ken Gould. 
Liam’s publication is titled “Inequality, Democracy, and the Envi-
ronment” and Bob and Riley’s publication is titled, “Climate 
Change and Society: Sociological Perspectives.” L-R (Front): 
Liam Downey, Bob Brulle and Riley E. Dunlap. In the back: Ken-
neth Gould.   
 
Congratulations to Liam Downey, Bob Brulle and Riley E. Dun-
lap!  

Continued on page 12 
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Preserving the Moments (cont’d) 

Beth Caniglia, presenting at the Presidential Panel on Climate 
Change during the111th Meeting of the ASA in Seattle.  

Congratulations, Dr. Beth Caniglia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Lauren Contorno, doctoral student at Northeastern University, 
receives Brent K. Marshall Award for best paper from Environ-
ment and Technology Division of SSSP for her study titled, 
“Turtles & Teamsters Revival? Analyzing Labor Unions’ Envi-
ronmental Discourse from the 2014 People’s Climate March”  

Congratulations, Lauren Contorno! 
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